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=5 () [ Vg
e "4;* with Tamerlane. L.
D) O
b S . Molla Nasraddin was quite homely. X
- g = .’_ 24
v *" _ Once early in the morning Tamerlane accompanied by (&Y ,.‘
- & 3 . v'..l‘,.x
his retinue was on their way hunting. He came across f ?ﬁ\‘f :f’
O
Molla Nasraddin. Upon seeing him, Tamerlane became DL e
angry. ] =
‘If I encounter such an unsightly man early in the morn- aFey
~ < "GNS
ing, the hunt will be unsuccessful. Take this man and jail “.;*‘*i,s 7
L i3 '“- )
him.’ (S ’__:J
*’*ﬁ.‘*' o
Poor Molla was instantly captured and sent to a IR\4 o
(@RE
. dungeon. . ¢<¢;'Z' °
L T However, that day Tamerlane’s hunt turned out success- ‘xeta
x e U "\ . A A y
e o . R e
»ﬁ? N ful. Upon his return, he ordered to set Molla free and U"} .
v i) have the man brought to the palace. When Molla stood ([@\AN
g-,?’:«‘ ! +::* - ]
e '{U before him, Tamerlane said: ) ((’_’ of
) @K
. .,;. ‘Molla! I thought that, seeing someone so homely on our .::4 .
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AN (@&
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i) . o, LR
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) ANER
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L ¥ 7 3 A8 A "lliu
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% - ) = 2
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D) BYe
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0 R O B g
H_f S - " g came across you, and was out of luck. I remained hun- :3-‘11’ o
L g | : . : : T3 :
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j-- fa fore him. When Molla came, he saw that the room was Q*(g
X A
| N am w20k
. L/
R 7~ 9}3 E; ;i) 9 ;I) C; ;D C ‘*\D C; ;D C; ;3 C; ;D C; ;D ‘uuh 3
% ) 6 ('i ia a-»s ' a 7
t_ i‘J i..'.:...;.- y i .p’ P "'. "

f!
v e



T T e - e B L

- .0;;.‘;.'.,. L ] _.-. ‘-

e Vep ] ] 7] e L
3k 9 ) o 1
- tr* s -v 7 fers v' t’{ ﬁ”‘f"’w i,
5J(@5H)Q :m QI DA DI DI DN 2l
S 2 7 1 |
4 ,ﬁQ o R TR T BT LT N T (O
250 Oy
. ; - _ ol A
i H-‘ .-J'?ﬁ' full of people. Everyone was sitting on the floor in a cir— ':: v
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A0 : W cle. Only Tamerlane was sitting one a very tall ottoman. NS
.""..r,“ - 4o ‘-'["_-'1l
RN Molla bowed before him and said: Oxq -
BE) o . @&
Yo ""‘4;. Hail thee, o Almighty! ,&4.';’- i
] . 3 ) . ¢ ’ U i . [ p
2 [ am not God,” said Tamerlane. ‘I am... &
& o' Ui
> =~ . . 6. o fl.o - P o
0 @) Molla did not let him finish: ‘_‘ . 4 '- !
L ERAR) ‘May I fall victim in your name, Saint Azrail!’ (@A
J % > o) + e '___-_' 4
s\ ‘What are you saying!” said Tamerlane. ‘How am I Oy
Y "?;:, Azrail?’ ,.-:‘: ¥ G
TN e . Y@l
= -. ‘For I do not understand,” replied Molla, ‘if you are nei- ' &_ BRI
0 R O X g
. N ther God, nor an angel, why you would not come down BRAay
*\?' 3G Gy s '11!
by Y '.?-.I..f' ) -:.-‘ < P
& 53 | and sit next to all these people, as the mere mortal you ‘.! @EXé, }2} J
b “dy-. D 4 =
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(= - - -0
e _{O he would plant wheat, harvestfifty or sixty poods of crop \:3’(- |
R EXE
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. PSe After Tamerlane came to power, taxes rose fivefold. Vil- vy
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One time cucumbers in Molla’s vegetable garden ripened

*
)

S
()

SNT) | earlier than in his neighbours’.

2

“I must take a pack of these to Tamerlane,” thought

+
SO

Molla. “Perhaps he will have mercy on me and offer me

G

a good present.”

)
P/
Ty
a :

He woke up early in the morning, picked some cucum-

IRe) (@

bers, loaded them on a donkey and went into town.

At that time, Tamerlane was also riding somewhere. He

—
=
Dﬁ‘:
}““\1(
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P
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P ;“G —

was all alone and came across Molla. 1 &
m
‘Hey you!” he said. ‘What are you carrying and where?’ -~

‘These are fresh cucumbers,” answered Molla, ‘and [ am Do+ - N

)

taking them to Tamerlane as a gift.’ Ry
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Y <2

Tamerlane had not met Molla Nasraddin before and no-
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_..{’E; Ol
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ticed that Molla did not recognise him either.

A

‘What kind of friends are you with Tamerlane,” he asked,

0)(Q)
O

‘if you do not even know each other? You are neither
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% f { 5
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J % > o) + e '___-_' 4
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his inheritance, rather he would give me what belongs to
us, the people!
Tamerlane became very cross, but restrained himself and
asked:
‘Very well. What kind of gift do you expect from Tamer—
lane in exchange for these cucumbers?’
‘I do not know, but I am lucky, I can swindle him out of
fifty or even a hundred coins.’
“You are aiming for too big a reward, my friend. I doubt
he would give you that much.’
‘To hell with him then. I shall accept thirty or forty.’
‘No, that is also too much.’
‘All right, I shall call it twenty or twenty give. Half a loaf
is better than none.’
‘What if he does not give you anything?’ asked Tamer—
lane, hiding his anger.
‘Then I shall cut off my donkey’s tail and place it on the
graves of Tamerlane’s ancestors.’
Tamerlane did not speak another word and continued his

journey, as did Molla.
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B3 @aa
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) XY
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& 0 AT a A5 i — Ml Iiu
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s ') Yy
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. ) ) AR .
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2 BOAS) (BRégd
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2 first harvest to Tamerlane. &
o @ —' ¢ U
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J % > o) + e '___-_' 4
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i > o
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Once Tamerlane visited the prison and asked Molla what
he had been arrested for. Molla recounted his story.
Tamerlane ordered to release him and then said:

‘I liked your figs very much. What would you like from
me in return?’

‘Long live the sovereign!” answered Molla. “You have al-
ready given me so much that [ am ashamed to ask you
for more reward. I am asking you to give me a sharp
axe.’

‘What will you do with it?’ asked Tamerlane.
‘Well, now I have only one thing to do, which is to cut

down my fig tree.’
It will 01«;(.5 ge.*t Uoese

As we have said, there are many different stories about
Molla Nasraddin’s first encounter with Tamerlane. Here
is yet another story.

Tamerlane has heard much about Molla and with the in-
tention to show his aldermen that he is smarter and

more ready-witted than Molla, he invited the latter to the
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Molla burst out in laughter.
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Tamerlane saw red:
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‘Is that so? Give him a thousand strokes!’
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‘I want to ask you an abstruse question. What in the
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world has not yet been ready, is not getting ready and
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and said, completely enraged:
‘What if I prove that there is only one fool in this palace
and that is you?’
‘Then I would still include only your name on the list.’
‘Why?’
‘For an intelligent person would not confide making a list
of fools to a fool.’
‘And what if I invite an executioner and have him tear
your tongue off?’
‘Then I would cross out your name and write mine, so

no one ever again acts as foolish as telling you the truth.’

AUBERGINES

Once Molla was dining at Tamerlane’s palace. To test
Molla, Tamerlane said:
‘I love aubergines more than anything in the
world.”
‘So do I, sire,” said Molla.
A little later, Tamerlane said.

‘Aubergines are not at all that delicious. If I did
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They say that when Molla was at Tamerlane’s service,
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something interesting happened.
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One rich man liked his neighbour’s garden very much.

*
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S
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SNT) | He wanted to somehow become its owner. The neigh—

2

bour did not agree to sell their garden and would always

b
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say.
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‘No, dear neighbour, I am not selling this garden
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for I have applied much effort to grow it. I have invested
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my entire wealth in this garden. Every day I walk around

g

it and rejoice.

The rich man realised that his neighbour would not sell | &
2
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judges and the chief vizier of the court to bribe them. By

.‘.‘{3‘ B
i 53 _t

)

Then he made a court claim, saying:
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‘I dreamed that my neighbour’s late father owned one
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hundred gold coins to my late father, and now I demand
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that the neighbour either pay his father’s debt, or cede
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replied Molla. “Your garden is going to come out of
here.’
The poor man thought that Molla had gone mad.
And Molla chuckled and said:

‘I understand that you think I have gone made, but I
have not. With this sort of people, this is the only way to
act. Get a stone hammer!’

The man got a hammer and began helping Molla. It
turned out that they were digging right under the wall of
Tamerlane’s bedroom.

Tamerlane woke up to the noise. The palace servants
took alarm. They came out and saw that Molla had dug
the wall enough for it to collapse any minute. The ser—
vants notified Tamerlane. He stood up and came to talk
to Molla himself.

‘Are you out of your mind? What are you doing?’

‘I had a dream that late father had buried seven jugs of
gold under this wall. Get a stone hammer and dig with
me. I shall let you have half of what we find.

‘Do not be going off your head,” said Tamerlane. ‘Come

out of there. This palace was built hundreds of years ago,
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Tamerlane did not know how to answer.
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‘No, sire, I believe you should have been first to greet
him.’

‘Why?’ asked Tamerlane.

‘For he is a ploughman.’
‘So what of it? He is a ploughman and [ am a ruler.

Who is superior to whom?

‘A ploughman is superior, of course.’
‘How so?’

‘For if a ploughman does not plant, grow, harvest and

provide, then rulers such as yourself will all die of

hunger.’

Mollocs Faceusight

Once upon a time, Tamerlane asked Molla:
‘How much do you love me?’

‘I am Molla Nasraddin and you are the great Tamerlane.
This means that I can love you as much as Molla Nas—
raddin can ever love Tamerlane.’

‘Very well! Will you face death for me?’

‘Even if I cannot, your executioners will assist me,’
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replied Molla.
‘What if I ask you to go and jump in the sea, would you
do it?’
Molla, upon hearing this, stood up immediately. Tamer-
lane asked him:
‘Where are you going?’
‘Long live the sovereign!” replied Molla. ‘Jumping in the
sea and drowning for your sake is a big honour. But
allow me first to learn how to swim, and then we shall

do as you wish!’

Cownselloe

Once upon a time, Molla asked a gadi who was a fre-
quent guest of Tamerlane’s:
‘Who is your counsellor?’
The gadi looked at Tamerlane with servility and, bowing
low to him, said:
‘Our great sovereign Tamerlane!’
One of those present whispered to Molla:

‘Molla, ask him who his prophet is.’
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According to a legend, once Molla Nasraddin was ap-
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pointed the governor of the town where he lived.
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Two days after he took up his duties, guards arrested two

*
)

S
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SNT) | burglars and brought them before him. One was arrested

2

at night, the other one during the day.
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Molla examined the case and freed the burglar arrested

G

at night while having the burglar arrested during the day

)
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imprisoned.
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The owner of the house burglarised at night complained

to Tamerlane that Molla was not just in examining the
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Tamerlane ordered in writing that Molla have the night N-To -

burglar arrested and punished accordingly. # o~ RN
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Molla received the order, read it and thought: “The laws k-?("} :_ié’t

-‘-‘,Pc S
Y <2

| BSH@
y &

9

must have changed, and I am unaware.”
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He had the night burglar arrested and incarcerated, while
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freeing the day burglar and letting him have the stolen
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property repossessed from the owner.
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This time, the other owner went to see Tamerlane to
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complain of Molla’s actions.
Tamerlane became angry and demanded that Molla
come and see him.
‘What are you doing?’ he asked. ‘Why did you free that
burglar?’
‘1 did so at your order,” answered Molla.

‘What do you mean by that?” Tamerlane became even
angrier. ‘When did [ ever write to you that he had to be
freed?’

‘Hail the sovereign!” said Molla. ‘One of them burglarised
a house during the day, the other one at night. From the
times of our ancestors, we know well that burglars oper—
ate at night and never during the day. Hence the one
who burglarises houses during the day violates our cus—
toms and traditions. This is why [ sentenced the day bur—
glar to imprisonment and freed the night burglar. Then 1
received an order signed by you and saying that it is the
one who burglarises houses at night who needs to be
imprisoned. [ thought that the law must have changed.
Therefore [ had the night burglar arrested and the day
burglar freed.
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They say Tamerlane would always be accompanied by aFey
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special guards made up of the bravest young men. “.?*if £ ;;
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OnceTamerlane ordered that the bravest young men : C’ ad ’-,ﬁ
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from Molla’s village be sent to him. D4 i
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The latter, admiring Molla’s courage, ordered to provide
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Molla with a new fur coat and a new hat.
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‘Long live the sovereign!” said Molla. ‘Why are you of-
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fering me this fur coat and a hat?’
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= | “Your own coat and hat were shot through.’

s

‘Well, if this is your will, may I also be offered a pair of

underpants?’
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‘But we did not inflict damage to your underpants.’
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‘It is true that damage has been inflicted not on your
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- e part, but on mine.’
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Once upon a time, Tamerlane took Molla Nasraddin to a
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L ER) square where soldiers were practicing archery. < @ e
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‘I can sweat that I have,” persisted Molla.
Tamerlane was enraged. Molla realised that things were
going bad for him when he suddenly looked out the win-
dow and saw a few geese on the riverbank who were
basking in the sun, standing on one leg. He immediately
turned to Tamerlane and said:

“You, as a ruler, always insist on being right. But would
you please look at these geese: are they one-legged or
not?’

Tamerlane looked out, saw red, grabbed a bow and shot
at the geese right from the window. The geese flew in
different directions.

‘See now if they are one-legged or two-legged,” said
Tamerlane.

Molla replied calmly:

‘If I were to shoot at you like you did at them, you would

become four-legged at once.’
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Once upon a time, Tamerlane invited Molla to go hunt-
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Toemecolan s Gecallncess

Once upon a time, a conversation sparked about Tamer—
lane’s greatness. Those present were talking about his
might and power and praising him. Finally, the town
governor said:

‘Regardless of how many rulers there are in this world,
Tamerlane is the most oustanding one!”

Molla who was sitting in the corner without saying a
word suddenly spoke:

‘Do not praise him too much. He may stand out, but if
you place him next to a camel, the camel will stand out

more!’
T[«;uy ace Cointlewss

Tamerlane was told that one of the nobles in the palace
had gone mad. Tamerlane called Molla and told him to
find out how many people had gone mad and who ex-
actly. Upon receiving the order, Molla thought for a bit

and said:
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Tamerlane would cover all his state expenses with taxes, L.
mercilessly stripping poor peasants off their money. -I': :* |
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Taxes were countless, one coming after another. arel
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The peasants of the village where Molla Nasraddin lived “.?*if ot th
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were equally paying their last money as taxes. i C’ o J-ﬁ
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(@RE
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You are great and we are lesser, but do remember that
even if a hedgehog is covered in needles, a tiny ant can

do it quite a bad turn.

Mollecs Peccaition:

Once upon a time, Tamerlane was examining a case
against the town governor. It turned out that while col-
lecting taxes from citizens, he was not keeping accurate

records.
Tamerlane became angry and forced the governor to eat
all tax books.

Instead of him, he appointed Molla as the new governor.
After a while, Tamerlane decided to check Molla’s
records and told Molla to report to him with tax books.
Molla arrived. Tamerlane saw that the books were made
from thin lavash which Molla used to keep records.
Tamerlane asked angrily:

‘Is there no more paper in the whole country?’
‘Long live the sovereign!’ answered Molla. ‘I knew you

would get angry and force me to eat the tax books, but
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my stomach is not as strong as my predecessor’s as to
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digest so much paper. Here is why [ decided to take

precaution.’
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Once upon a time, Tamerlane was offered a very good
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donkey. In order to play up to the ruler, adulators began
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L9 shower praising this donkey. Molla, who was also present
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there, also expressed his opinion:
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‘It is true that the donkey has been well-praised, but

everyone forgets its one important quality. In this beauti-
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ful creature, I see an enormous talent. If I could get my | &
mn
hands on this donkey, I would teach it to read. S S

Tamerlane found this very interesting. o (N
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‘If you do this,” he said to Molla, ‘I shall give you any- k-?("} : ;‘.é,l

.‘.‘{3‘ B
i 53 _t

<z
2

thing you wish.’
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‘Long live the sovereign!” bowed Molla. ‘Can you say
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done? I shall oblige! This animal is very intelligent and
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my mother will not believe me.’
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‘Why not?’

‘She will say: “If it had really been the ruler, he
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Tamerlane had a habit: ifhe dreamed of someone ignor—
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ing his order or being rude to him, he would demand
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that the man be beheaded the next morning.
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Now all [ have left to do is sitting here and grieving.’

Molla carefully listened to the young man’s story and

R @R

168

said:
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‘Tomorrow night, pay me a visit. This is not a joke!” =1
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Gt After leaving the teahouse, Molla went to talk directly to

Tamerlane. He bowed to him and said:
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‘O, ruler! I have the honour of inviting you for dinner at
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Along withTamerlane, he also invited the governor and e 1)

the merchant.
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The next day, Tamerlane, the governor, the merchant
and other guests came to see Molla Nasraddin. He re- 1 @&
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Long story short, they waited for two hours. Molla was
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nowhere to be seen. Finally, Tamerlane called Molla’s
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wife and asked:
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‘Sister, where did Molla go?’
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‘Help yourselves!’
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The strangers ate and were about to leave when Molla
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stopped them and said:
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‘Now have some melons for your children.’
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each, while the third one took three.

Molla bowed to the third one and said:
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‘Long live the sovereign; I knew it was you who paid me
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a visit with your nobles.’
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‘From your greed.’
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Regardless of how much Molla tried to spur up his, it just
would not speed up.

Hence Molla got undressed, hid his clothes under his
saddle and gave his horse free rein. Tamerlane and his
companions had hidden in a cave. Until Molla reached it,
it stopped raining. Molla got dressed and entered the
cave.

Seeing as how Molla’s clothes did not get wet, Tamer-
lane became surprised and asked:

‘Molla, how did you manage to remain dry?’

‘Can anyone get wet on an ambler such as mine?’
replied Molla. ‘It took the bit between its teeth and took
me to a shelter in a heartbeat.’

When they came back, Tamerlane ordered to place the
nag in his best stables.

After a few days, Tamerlane again set off hunting and,
remembering the last trip, he mounted the same nag.
However, as soon as the hunters left the town, they got
caught in unimaginable downpour. Tamerlane kept
whipping the nag, but it did not look like it wanted to

move. Long story short, Tamerlane came back to his
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the governor’s needs.

A week passed, and Molla found out that the governor
had already left. Molla went to see him in town and no-
ticed that the governor looked quite content.
‘Hello, dear governor! Did you pass a good time? Are
you happy with how my home village treated you?’

‘[ cannot describe how pleased I am! I did not even no-
tice how this week flew by. On the first day, there was
an enormous fire in the village, and half of the houses
burnt down. The people were screaming and running
around so much that I nearly split my sides with laughter.
Several people even burnt to death.

‘On the second day, a dog went wild and bit ten or fif-
teen people. Just you think how amusing that was and
how much pleasure it gave me.

‘On the third day, there was a flood so grand that words
cannot describe it. The entire harvest of wheat was
floating in the water, and people were floating next to it.
Some of them were forever carried away by the stream.
‘On the fourth day, one villager lost his mind and killed

about five or six people.
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On the fifth day, a house collapsed and the entire family O
g was buried under the rooms. Some died, some had their (B
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1) arms broken and heads crushed. RO (-
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Molla listened to everything the governor said and noted: | (BAER e,
o XD
‘Luckily, you are back, and you did not spend more than O %
a week there. Had you stayed longer, not a stone would ‘.-:‘: i
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They say that when Molla moved from the village to the

*
)

S
()

av@) || town, he began having strange experiences. One of them

2

took place thus.
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Upon seeing the pinion walls and towers of the town for

G

the first time, he was looking at them in awe for a while.
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When one of the officials noticed it, he decided to poke
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fun of Molla, and asked him:

‘What is it, Molla? Why are you staring at these walls
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like a stuck pig?’. | &
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‘By God, I am a humble villager who came to this town -~

for the first time. I see that there is everything: houses, =3+ L
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streets, shops, and gardens. And everything seems per— D’("} :_ié’t
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fect! Though I cannot understand one thing: what are
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these things — someover here and some down there —
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that seem to be stretching to the skies?’
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The official, realising that Molla was pointing at the tow-
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‘What is there to understand? This is our town’s hair
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standing on end.’

Molla understood that the official was jeering at him. His
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eyes shifted between the official and the towers, and he
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did not know what to say. =1
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> At this moment, the town governor and a few other

people appeared on one of the towers.
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‘I am speechless,” said Molla, ‘you town is indeed beauti-
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ful, but as I see, you are not taking good care of it.’
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‘Why do you say so?’ asked the official. e 8

2§ RQ)

‘Just look at how many lice there are on just one hair.’
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Once upon a time, Molla came home and walked in on a o= I

.9

<z
rgc s | -

A l i *
55la
B)(6
Aitﬁ

burglar who had broken into his house. Ry
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Molla became frightened, but the burglar, upon seeing
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Molla, became even more frightened. Finally, the burglar
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recollected himself and wanted to flee. Molla, having no
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other choice, attacked him.
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Once upon a time, Tamerlane was speaking with his

Q

st

generals. Each of them narrated their personal story

Q)

about a battle. One general said:
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‘When we were storming a city once, all of the citizens
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had abandoned it. The houses were burning like candles,
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and this rejoiced everyone.’
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The other general recalled:
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‘When we were going on a campaign, we had over a
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‘*(:; i thousand elephants and many cannons. The shots were
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so load that...
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Suddenly one of the children who were present there
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began crying.
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The general got angry and shouted at him:
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‘What is wrong with you, you little scoundrel?’
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Molla had had enough of stories involving brutality and

4

et

gore, so he said:

‘What is the matter? The child has just become scared of

bd

your loud cannons.’
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Despite Molla’s efforts to persuade the governor that he K * 1
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was no poet, the governor did not want to hear any- arel
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, up nonsense without rhythm, rhyme or sense. 30
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‘Nicely written! It is worthy of who you are.’

Tr.g
{{' "v}

hg
%

Then he ordered that the servants bring in a donkey

saddle.
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The ruler said:
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e | ‘Here is a gift for your poem.’
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Laughter continued.

Molla took the saddle without a sign of embarrassment, | (
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bowed to the ruler and said:
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‘I see, sire, that you have been pleased by my poem.’
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i, = ‘That is right, Molla,” said the ruler. ‘T swear, of all the
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) .y(-": ; poems | have heard today, yours I liked the best.’

‘There is no need to swear; I believe you!” said Molla. ‘If ‘.l,i (ol
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it were not the case, you would not offer me your best
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clothes as a gift.’
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Once upon a time, town rakes felt like playing a trick on
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Molla. They stole his donkey and tried to persuade him
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that his donkey had become a headman in a village
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Once, Molla was left without any money. He tried to B * 1
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earn something, but to no avail. Having lost all hope, aFey
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garden. You will keep everything ready. I shall take care
of the rest.’

The wife began cooking rice. Molla tired one hare to a
pole, took the other one and went to see the town gov-
ernor. Molla greeted him and said:

‘Sir, [ have a good hare; I have spent several years
teaching it to talk. Now, to be honest, | am not doing

very well, so I am obliged to sell it. But [ do not want it

to end up in bad hands, which is why I brought it to you.

If you want, you can buy it.
The governor looked at the hare and asked:
‘What do you mean by teaching him to talk?’
‘It understands everything I say to it, and then goes and
tells everything to my wife.’
The governor did not believe him.
“This is impossible.’
‘It is hard to believe,” replied Molla, ‘but if you want, we
can do this now.’
The governor agreed.
Molla bent down and told the hare in the ear:

‘Go home and tell my wife to make delicious rice and
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buy a couple of melons. The governor and I are coming %, AT
hﬁi@ home soon.’
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She quickly realised what was happened and said:
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‘Indeed. And I have done everything you asked for.’
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T e ‘How much do you want for this hare?’ asked the gov- ¥ ._: - (@
A 4 N X
B oy
; ? B3a) They negotiated for a while, and Molla sold the hare for (.
e:?’ka ! “A* -
E '{'O a good price. ©%%
HA o . . @&

. *;_ But the things did not turn out just as Molla had wished. .::‘ A
i G The governor wanted to give the hare a task right away, 2 A
N untied it and said to its ear: R
- ASAe) AEN
g ’)"?" &_‘_’Q“a * /

I }\J U{ i

3#? Q@Q@QQQQC 0@@@9@9@9nw*

-“\l‘\ ‘\f‘ i
o a’a ra : a a-» : i "a
| .‘_ 1 ._ ) ." | “p.

ot LIEAL T A , § o
LA - A D LA
-"1 . = e ¥ = - 'I. ¥ PR [‘.



g'j"'. ; it il L .,t. b i 3 3 . ; e '
i 'z 9 Q! ’ 3‘(.’
- tr* s -v 7 fers v' t’{ ﬁ”‘f"’w 22!
ol ole :m U DI DI DI DI DI OME
B 7. LA
»’.Q é_ : _L;.. .ig__ ;!_. Qa‘-r vl
By SN ANy
. AR _--} U o ,“
B> ST EREN
‘.‘_ o= 3 g q a-a v"‘*—‘. ... o
Go home and tell my wife to cook something delicious. O
’ O I :::‘
% Tonight Molla and I shall be dining together.’ (AN
= - e ‘,[."..'1
i) Despite all Molla’s efforts to convince the governor to RO (- ?\“tﬂ
Y G (X
A g put the matter off until tomorrow, the governor did not 7% 0
X S
— . give in. EX8 3
v ff" : ‘No, I must invite you for a good dinner tonight.’ ;:Jﬁ". Y
5 " i ‘ ' o - K 3
He set the hare free, and it ran away in a minute. i l:% A
o XD
The happy governor sat down and said: CJ*«'C._ &
‘Let us have some of this rice, and we can have dinner Lo e
- : , Yo
. at my place. ~ead |
B A |
o The rice was served and Molla went into a deep thought :3-‘11’ o
as two what he was to do that night. | E : }2}
e g S »p_’ i -o:;ﬁ- - BN
) U The evening came. Molla was trying his best to get rid of 1 O
& iQ the governor and to flee somewhere for a few days, but inr,
r{--fw 'g the governor would not leave him alone and forced him ; *_;J X
- R3OXG ‘@
St to come along to his place. R34
RN ¢ P O
?‘3 i) They came home and saw that the ruler’s wife was tak- @K
g,?"."‘ » +¥‘*— - ]
I -{a ing a walk in the garden with her maids. \:3’(. X
= n ‘ ’ 5 ‘ ’ ne‘
- K Woman,” said the governor, ‘has the hare come? ele
: s o
L ‘What hare?’ she looked surprised. ‘What kind of hare?’ 2 A
0 S
3% ‘Do you mean that has a hare not come to tell you that Yy
Y U“*‘b %
. L/
_ m:;' 9;2 E;;D C;;D C;;D D C;;D C;Q C;;D C;;D ‘uuh
% oA A (r s a @ a o & i ' a .
v % AE

.i"'

o L T - ] e
. oL . LN
o \ B iiaris” Mot g
- r ¥+ " T



T T e - e B L

v WA _; s.__-. b

i g e g s R
g,;;__ ot ' : Ry B b A
3 9 ) ML .
" b tr* r -v % x‘r v' t’{ ﬁ”‘f"’w -
A IC :m b)) QX8 Q5P QIS QYD BELIF e
£ 3 7 _z e
N BT s sl ke
s |~y ey
- A AR
B LY. (Y MG S
(- £ = 4‘\.‘- . . J"Q» < TS
W PR J*}’C’J tonight we were having a guest? ey
"_“I' - . l :::‘
WY, ’@ The governor’s wife quickly moved back, thinking that i},"‘ L:
J 52 &:J her husband had lost his mind. RO (- -ﬂﬁ ‘
AN (@&
&L ""‘4;. ‘What hare? Are you sure you have not fallen ill?’ ,&4.?',,, ;
= '_ The governor told her everything. Fortunately, she was z <j >N
&, @ - < Ui
¥ *9‘5 even less intelligent that her husband, and she began to ;:Jﬁ". N
L ERAR) lament: | (@ERER
J % > o) + e '___-_' 4
A : N2 ‘Ah, what a shame! What a cute hare that must have G«'w;‘._ P
gy O\ (@&
Vo~ been! If we had a hare that could quickly communicate e < N
) . | o2y
e my messages to you and vice versa, all the women will - — I
R > o | By gy
H_f ] be jealous of me! What did you do with it?’ :’:“'ﬁf : ‘4*-?
§ & *; N | ‘I sent it home for it to communicate ’ | “H J: :
BB A).C you a message, (@XE
.;..,': - .4._. ':..
3 O D) replied the governor. BYer { y
& iQ They started to argue with the wife, and Molla kept C‘éﬁ,
Gl (/e
r{-.?- '9 thinking how to escape his debt. , ‘j‘“- s
. ° 5% k_; The ruler noticed that Molla had been thinking about QLJ‘;:"; i
1'}-‘ O XS I-‘_'Iu
:} B3 a) something; he doubted Molla and asked: (PR O% o .:
e.-)*""‘ : *“f‘* -
I -{E} ‘Well, Molla, would you tell us where the hare is?’ \:3’(- |
. _'Q-Q The governor’s wife suddenly interrupted her ?Jf 2
: s o
N husband: 2 -+~ R
\ & What if the hare did not recognise our house and went S o
Y O]
& BN
| N am w20k
. L/
R 7~ 9}3 E; ;i) 9 ;I) C; ;D C ‘*\D C; ;D C; ;3 C; ;D C; ;D ‘uuh 3
| .4\_ e ¢ ‘_). _ _' ‘ ‘ '_"\ [ ‘ I_.F‘
) $R i TR g



el Ul R RS el e U "v i Mo 44
“{': .:. ¥ RE i‘ ‘ .

E:“ ¥ 4 f( i ] ] [ '- oy i e y w i
Iy T ' ! ”u 9 OB NELORE) ‘_:.1 .
- g YA «3‘” AN
gt Q\ ff‘\ fg (\ ) € 'fg Q‘Y fg Q\ fg Q\ P c\ Q‘ﬁ fgyn\ f;) e
i N -.:, - _E_ — li.z _,,_' -_ _‘E ] r:.’-‘:f A

SN 1B ~3%

A | O]

i =y GY (A GA S
) ’J'*t' elsewhere?’ 'ﬁ* >
RS ' R

COAQ) Her words gave Molla the excellent idea he had been (EAGAN

v‘T
Lﬁ?
( L)
9.
[
b

.‘v 5' T ;. -

N
[}

--4' ) < looking for. O (-
kEE) (@&X o8
Vo )Q.;ﬁ ‘Well, governor,” asked Molla quickly, ‘when you sent the ,:4?- ~
B~ V hare to your house, did you tell it where it was? pots —
B8 AN
. *fr:; ‘No,” said the governor. ‘That is exactly what I did not ;:34" 2
i REAS) AR
o R I' q . ’ i B
‘-!.: ’%Q " think of doing. 3 f:g’&
. _':.-."'?)?{J The governor’s wife attacked him: i G«‘l‘_ oy
s> 51 ’ @&
Y ve alway . How Y et U
e You have always been a fool. How could you let such a oo
lr#i! .' ‘? j". ‘**
_ -. = wonderful hare go?’ it :} B
' 20
\“‘:"4 ’."
| @xet
-o:;;:ﬁ.-(. ":’ o
Find UG
s

X | &Y%
s " Once upon a time, Molla was ploughing a field. Suddenly ¥ S . "w ¢
S e 8 . : . . By
.hﬁ% » . / his plough hit something solid. Molla bent down and saw U-f'h_ ,q,lm .
3 38 g‘:: a big jug full of gold coins. The poor did not know what y ::3“ i : 3 o
e _{a to do: if he did not take the jug to the ruler and the lat- % o
R EXE
Y ¢;. ter found out about the find, the ruler would make Molla .::, - SN
) D% _
| RS regret it and will have him skinned. But Molla did not vy
[ - . . - P e
want to let the jug go either. CJ*“
a8 (BAES
. & )"V" 4»‘-’0—*: thi.
s }\J U{ C

3#? Q@Q@QQQQC 0@@@9@9@9nw*

-«r\ ‘\f- Ti
o a’a ra ol a-»s "a
| b __ 5 _'\ | _f‘

4 LR Y et 3

e | = s sepa K



T T e - e B L

- .0;;.‘;.'.,. L ] _.-. ‘-

E,;‘.__ i : : ey o B A0
L%k 9 9 2y 4
- m* r -v 7 fers v' t’{ ﬁ”&‘f%r i,
B :m b)) QX8 Q5P QIS QYD BELIF e
S i 7 1 i
4 ,ﬁQ S— ————
) O AR,
> . | N XS
i) J"}’C’J After thinking for a while, he brought the jug to his place ey
4 5 o ;::.
- BARAq) and told everything to his wife. (AN i
> - + o SuE
é XY ‘Woman, give me something to eat. I shall refresh myself RO (- -q;fg ‘
2 BOAS) (X
&L ""‘4;. and take the jug to the ruler. Otherwise he will find out *&4.'?'« ;
= '_ and scatter our ashes to the four winds. ::3 <: >N
& @ o' Ui
¥ *96' ‘Just listen,” his wife insisted, ‘why do you want to give ;:Jﬁ". >
L ERAR) this gold to the ruler? How would he even find out? Let (@A
J % > o) + e '___-_' 4
s\ us keep the money and spend it little by little.’ O %
L "?;:, Molla disagreed. ‘.-:‘: ¥ G
TN e . Y@l
= -. The wife brought him something to eat and when he j &_ ~ {R
1 A IO S
*.?f ¢ : " i began to eat, she quickly took the jug out of the sack, :3.“;1’ / ‘4*-?
by T '.?-.I‘.f' I -:.-‘ < P
& 4E}t“‘\ N | placed a big rock in it instead and tied it tightly. ‘.! f‘ij - }2} 4
.;..,' > <P - .,“’".4._. S
“ . p ?:J Molla eat, shouldered the sack and went directly to the - Rl y
&lQ palace. When he entered, he saw that the ruler was hav- inr,
Gl (/e
. -f 'g ing a conversation with several people.
'-'_“_--.!I. "E:‘ ! ?4,( ool f'l ¥
B ° 2% { ‘What is it, Molla?’ asked the ruler. ‘What brings you 4
:}‘,};s. - ' here?’ ﬁi Kg{ﬂ
> ' XA
B -{a Without saying a word, Molla turned the sack upside \:3’(- |
. _'Q-Q down and suddenly saw a big rock falling out. ?Jf 2
: s o
L The ruler and those who accompanied him looked at 2 A
Molla in surprise. :?T.c
& XS
B Cj’a"x w20k
. L/
R 7~ 9}3 E; ;i) 9 ;I) C; ;D C ‘*\D C; ;D C; ;3 C; ;D C; ;D ‘uuh 3
. .4\_ e ¢ ‘_). _ _' ‘ ‘ '_"\ [ ‘ I_.F‘



T T e - e B L

eld Uil il b ¥4
'f_‘.' ’ § b

". - Lo " Iz o ! ‘! {"“’v}’ {')
‘tﬁ @amgmd‘ RS

LR 1

5

.I'
» i

fg Q\fg Q\’ (_\ fc‘ﬁfg rﬂfg
4 R PR TR i S

3

L L?
t«

9

208, f
)_c*if?
UGy

4
Mg

c
¥
P42
&

The latter understood what had happened and said with—
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out any embarrassment:

‘O, ruler! The law stipulates that stones used for weights
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must be officially weighed. The real weights have never
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made it to our village, and everyone uses whatever stone o=
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(s they can find. We the villagers are asking you, if you

could be so kind as to weigh this stone for us!’
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Before spring started, Molla bought a goat to get his
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children to have milk. He mounted a donkey, tied the
goat to his saddle and set off. 1 &
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Some robbers noticed him and decided to steal his goat. -~
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street, one of the robbers sneaked up to the goat, untied &
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it, tore the jingle off its neck and tied it to the donkey’s
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tale, and ran away with the goat.
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The half-asleep Molla had no idea what had happened.
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Sometime later, the second robber blocked his way and
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Once upon a time, a certain rich man invited Molla for

*
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a\v@) || dinner. When the food was served, Molla looked at it and
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said:
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‘The food looks great; there is only jam that is missing. I
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wish there were some fig jam here.
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The host told his servant: e 2
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‘Go and tell them to serve some fig jam.’
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The servant left. Molla waited for a long time, but jam
was not brought, and the host had forgotten about it. | &
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The dinner was over. The host told Molla: -~

‘Molla, you know good poems. Can you please recite for # = S A
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us a poem by Hafiz?’ &
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Molla began reciting, but intentionally skipped the best
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stanzas.
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When he finished his recitation, the host told him:
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‘Molla, you recited well, but do not think that I did not
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noticing you skipping the best stanzas.’
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Once upon a time, Molla’s cow ran away. The poor man L.
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Would you look at how it has caught such a huge prey!’
Molla sneaked up quietly, grabbed the crow,
seated it on his arm, like a falcon, and went home with
the buffalo.

After the sunset, the owner of the buffalo, after asking
around, came to Molla’s and demanded his buffalo.
‘What makes it yours?’ asked Molla. ‘Even our ancestors
hunted game using falcons. I let out my bird and it
caught me a buffalo.’

They argued for a while, and finally the matter reached
the gadi. He summoned Molla and said:

‘Why are you not giving this man back his buffalo?’
‘Mister gadi,” replied Molla, ‘fortunately, we are alone
here, so we can talk about this one—on-one. Hear me
out. I have calculated that milk from this buffalo can be
used to churn ten pounds of butter every month. If I
were to give you five of those ten pounds, can you use
your law books to consider my crow a falcon and this
buffalo my prey?’

‘Go and have the butter ready,” said the gadi.
Molla left. After a few days, the gqadi summoned both the
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Molla Nasraddin would exasperate all the clergy in town. DL e
Finally, they got together to go and see Tamerlane in ,.-:‘: * 1
W%
order to complain about Molla. U
BAPA
Molla realised that things were turning bad for him. He :*;;m-*if 2 f.;
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Once, Molla fell ill. To cure him, they invited a doctor
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who was very maledictory; no one had ever heard a kind *&4‘"«

Q)

for from him.
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The doctor examined Molla and said:

g
9

‘Molla, you know well that everyone dies on God’s will.
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We are born once and die once. I can see that your
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cause is lost. You had better call up your family and de-
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cide on a will.’
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‘Here is what | am leaving you in my will. Please re—
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‘Sire, this is not a gun, this is a knife. I need it during my
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lessons at the madrasah.’
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‘So why do you need this knife during lessons?’
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e | ‘I am using this knife to correct errors in books.’
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The governor became cross:

‘A knife to correct errors?How can you fix errors with a
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knife?’
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Molla sighed deeply and said:
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i, = e ‘Sometimes book writers do such grave mistakes that
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o even a knife is not enough to fix them, only an axe.’
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Molla swung his arm, hit the gadi hard in the ear and
said:
‘I do not have time to spare. When he comes back, feel

free to have that gold coin.’

“It Was You Bit Him”

They say, Tamerlane appointed Molla to be the town
gadi for a while.
Once, two complainants came to see him. One
said, point at the other:
‘Qadi, this person bit my ear.’
The other one began swear to God:
‘He is lying! I am innocent. He bit himself.’
Molla was perplexed; can a man possibly bite his
own ear? He thought for a while and then said:
‘Go and come back in half an hour.’
They left. Molla immediately stood up and went
home. He entered a room, locked the door and began
testing if it was possible to bite his own ear.

Despite all his efforts, nothing came out of it.
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‘What is wrong with that?’ asked Molla.

r

‘What do you mean?’ asked the ruler. ‘Do you not know
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that an honest man would not end up here?’

Q)

= | “You see,” objected Molla, ‘this is only my second time
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here, while you spend your every day here.’
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Once upon a time, while heading back home by night,
Molla noticed a man lying on the street. He approached
him and recognised the man to be the town’s qadi who
was very drunk. Molla undressed him and took away his

clothes.

In the morning, when the gadi sobered up, he saw that
he was completely naked. He somewhere may it back
home and vowed to punish whoever had stolen his
clothes.

In the morning, the gadi asked his servant to go to the
market and see if anyone was wearing the gadi’s clothes.
In that case, the servant was to arrest the person and

bring him before the gadi.

In the same morning, Molla Nasraddin intentionally put
on the gadi’s aba and turban and also went to the mar-
ket.

The gadi’s servant recognised his master’s clothes,
grabbed Molla and took him to the gadi.

As soon as he entered the gadi’s chamber, Molla saw
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that there were many people sitting there. Before the
gadi spoke, Molla said:
‘Good day, gadi!’
‘Good day! Wait until I finish with these people, and
then we may talk.’
‘No, gadi,” replied Molla, ‘I cannot wait, for I am in rush.

Last night, as [ was heading back home, I noticed a

drunken man on the street, wearing an aba and a turban.

[ thought that if robbers had seen him, they would have
stolen all his clothes. Therefore I undressed him myself
and took all the clothes home. Here they are. [ am ask-
ing you to find their owner and give them back to him.’
The gadi realised that the matter was turning against
him; he looked at the people around him and at Molla
and, not willing to embarrass himself, said:
‘T would love to see the fool whom these clothes belong

to. I let you take them and wear them as you please.
Mollee Findes ‘Dou;lce.y

Molla had lost a donkey. Someone said to him:
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“Your donkey was appointed town governor.’
After thinking for a bit, Molla replied:

“You are telling the truth. There has always been a sign
of supremacy on its muzzle, and they have been old
friends with the ruler. Let me go and see what will hap-
pen to me next.

He bought a halter and got a lapful of barley before
going to the town governor’s office. When he entered
the office, he saw the governor surrounded by many
people.

Molla showed the governor the barley and began making
smacking sound with his lips.

The governor looked at him utmost surprise.
Molla said, looking at everybody else:

‘Just you look at how it is putting on airs! It thinks that
now that it is the town governor, its owner means noth-
ing any more. As if just yesterday, it was not a simple
donkey!”

Then Molla approached the governor, pulled him by his
beard and haltered him.

The governor screamed. His servants entered the room,
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crush it under my feet. It is a sin to stamp on God’s
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Once upon a time, when Molla was still a gadi, a sly rich
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man came to him to complain of his poor timid neigh-
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bour, saying:
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‘I had a dream that he owed me money. Now I am ask-
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ing him to repay his debt, and he will not do so.’
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“You are right, sir! If you had a dream about it, he must
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indeed owe you money. But it is a fiendish difficulty to
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told him:
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‘I am here to ask you to divorce me from my wife.’
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‘As you wish,” replied Molla, and got a piece of paper

&t

i

and a pen.
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He sat down and asked:
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‘What is your wife’s name?’
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The man who came to ask for divorce tried hard, but
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could not remember his wife’s name, so he finally said:
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‘I do not know.’
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could not remember how old his wife was, so he finally
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admitted:
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‘By God, I do not know that either.’
‘All right. Where is she from then?’ asked Molla.
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‘Molla, I have no idea of that either.’
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Molla put away the paper and pen and said:
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‘Judging from your love story, I can see that God di-

vorced you two a long time ago. So why did you even
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come here?’
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Mollacs Diviwsion:
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Once the gadi was visited by three plaintiffs. The gadi

R @R
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listened to them and learned that all three worked to-
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gether to buy seventeen donkeys, and now they cannot
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SNT) | divide them accordingly, given that one man had paid

2

half of the sum, the second man had paid a third and the
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third man had paid one-ninth.
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The gadi thought for a very long time, but did not come
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to a decision. Finally, unable to find a way to solve the
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problem, he sent for Molla Nasraddin. Molla mounted his

donkey and arrived at the gadi’s. He listened carefully to
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the complaints and asked: | &
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‘How would you like to divide these donkeys?’ -~

‘We would like,” replied the plaintiffs, ‘for everyone to # S+ = N
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get as much as they contributed to the purchase, on the D’("} :_ié’t
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condition that all donkeys remain intact.’
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Molla stood up and called them:
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‘Let us go and see the donkeys.’
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They exited into the yard together. Molla added his own
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donkey, so there became eighteen of them; then he
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P ‘No, Molla, we do not need your donkey,” the com- fead S ?Ll
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~1 plainants told him. ‘Why would you do damage to your- '~ ‘ﬂﬂ
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% ‘ré self? You should divide them such that everyone gets t,?*"
2.0 what they deserve.’ EXR
A *:‘. : Y .:*_ = “.
‘Molla Nasraddin is no fool,” responded Molla with S
o n P ":‘ " |
chuckling, ‘as to give you his own donkey. Have some .qﬁ;h 5 ‘
patience. You will now receive your donkeys, and I shall L ﬁ :f I; il
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get to keep mine. \ Y6 *
Then he asked the first complainant: G"& PN
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‘Did you say you had paid half of the sum?’ | F:’L }2- !
| | .'( . ~-5 -5,
‘Yes,” he answered. {;‘:‘. S
Molla separated nine donkeys and gave them to him. :,'3‘ =
= X
- ‘Here is your share.’ B
Then he told the second one: .! Ej AREEN
2 o< -0 T > o TN
'}‘ﬂ? XY “You have paid a third, have you not?’ u‘“} I"If_:-l.,ﬁ-
P e‘-::: “Yes,” he answered. : ?‘i 2 ) &
= -{ < ‘So you deserve to have six donkeys, do you not?’ XX =
Q) e
R 5% ‘Yes, and even more.’ S
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“You have paid one-ninth. This makes it two out of &) &“ :
g :,,;’Q eighteen. Is that correct?’ ?&iﬁ*jﬁ o
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“Yes, it is,” answered the man.
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Molla gave him two donkeys, mounted his own and left.
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Once upon a time, Molla was visited by three men who
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told him:
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‘Molla, we are friends with each other. We have four
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pennies that we just cannot divide amongst ourselves.
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Can you help us?’
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‘*(:; i ‘Either divide them between two of you and let the third
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one wait until you get two more pennies, or give me one
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penny, and you can divide the other three amongst
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yourselves’
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Once upon a time, two men came to see the gadi. The
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two had bought a camel. One of them had paid three-
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quarters of the sum and the second one paid a quarter.

X

C

The money they were making from transferring loads on
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1-. J‘.’}’C’J the camel they would divide thus: the one who pai Cjﬁ(_. . ,
 RiSE) - i RGN
_ ’;' more would get three—quarters and the one who paid ! A A
PN less would get a quarter. Oxq -
& ""‘4;. Once, while crossing a river, the camel drowned. The ,&4.';’- o 3
= '_ person who paid more began demanding reimbursement z <‘. >y
o @ —' ¢ U
ool v *96' from the other person, for he had endured a bigger ;:Jﬁ". W
& 0 AT & A5 i — Ml Iiu
L BRgAR) damage. His companion was a poor man who had | (@A
iy -ﬂ&;«r : ﬁq{@‘h‘ b
RN nothing to pay. Y@
Y "?;:, Despite gadi’s efforts, he was unable to solve the case. In ‘.-:‘: e U
TN e . X@ds
= -. addition, the poor man said: )2 &. P
T > | ‘ AT |
*-‘ﬂ:_il. &N - " ; While it is true that he had paid more for the camel :3-‘11’ o
e BavaAl) CAYRE \
& SOl | than I had, it is also true that he has been making three ‘.! f\j ; }2} !
g .?‘;4 4,:;4... Use
) U times as much off of it.’ XS
i iQ The gadi called Molla Nasraddin. While listening to the inr,
r{--fw 'g complaint, Molla noticed that it was the rich man that ; ‘j‘“— i i
B 5% ¢ was talking, and the poor one was standing silent. The e
)Y Oy
:} Y O\ rich man was trying his best to have the case resolved in @R&ER
e’?ﬁ""‘ ’ 4#’— =
-{E} his favour. G’(.
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L ‘When the camel drowned, had it been carrying 2 o I
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‘No, he had not,” they answered. G(-
o ‘So,” said Molla to the rich man, ‘the camel did (B
= - i
i) not drown because of the weight of the load, but because RO (-
EOAT) (hE5
~ ""‘4;. of its own weight. Most of the camel’s weight, that is *&4.'?'«
2 three—-quarters, belongs to you, and one quarter to him, o
&, @ ~ € U
v ff" which means that it was your share of weight that led ;:Jﬁ". X
; A8 B "lliu‘
the camel to death. Now you must pay your companion | (BAER e,
o XD
they money that he had contributed to the purchase.’ O %
‘No,” objected the rich man, ‘my share was not ,_-:': i
2% Wkl
heavier.’ oo = i :
A
‘If your shares were equal,” said Molla, ‘why are :3.“;1’ £ ‘4*-?
i you demanding money from him?’ ‘.! E - }2} 4 :J
RS
‘Because [ had paid more.’ U4 C
‘And this means your share was heavier.’ inr,

= The gadi saw that Molla had it right. He ordered ; ‘j‘“— itk
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B e that the rich man pay the poor man for his share. o 4
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N, Once upon a time, a beggar found a dry bread crust and vy
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WY, ’Q with shish-kebabs was exhaling unbelievably good smell, i},"‘ L:
é XY he began nibbling on his bread. He was noticed by the RO £ a;fﬁ
2 BOAS) (X
& ""‘4;. cook who, just before the beggar wanted to leave, .&4.?},, :
= '_ grabbed him by his hand and demanded: ::3 {:', ~
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& 0 AT & A5 i — Ml Iiu
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% - ) o 2
)’ kebab that you are asking me to pay?’ Oy
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NN . L, ey
- - while smelling it. i = I8
o el BATA
*.?f e - " : The beggar pleaded more with the cook, but the cook :3.“;1’ o
L g | o : | = :
& . { would not give in and finally took the beggar to the gadi. (@RS ’ ._
g B @) Molla also happened to be there. The qgadi listened to the BYer f "
o) cook and told Molla: e
r{--fw 'g ‘I dare not resolve this case. This is in your line.’ ; j ik
> 5O @X&E
B 5% ¢ ‘This poor man did not eat your shish—kebab,” said e
RIS O ‘.},_ L
:} B3R Molla, ‘so what do you want from him?’ (@RS 2 g
o9 = £ B o
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- A _'Q-Q and smelling it,” replied the cook. ‘I am charging him ex- ?Jf 2
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LR actly for that.’ S -+~ R
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The cook rejoiced, thinking that Molla was going to take %, AT
h.,:;@ a few coins from the beggar and give them to him. " _..,T,‘I;
B’ ‘:’ Molla took his own wallet from his pocket and shook it O Eg‘
"B e
Vo Tt in the cook’s ear. el ¥
X St
B~ V Do you hear this? | =+ N
B2 PAES
W '*rr:; ‘What?’ asked the cook. ;:Jﬁ"' °
L SN CASASRA
o :%@ ‘The jingling of the money.’ I Qﬁk f g;s
k. i) T ".'-.'- !
. _':.-."'?)?{J “Yes, | hear it.’ i G«‘l‘_ o
RS> Y} ‘ , , @&
N2 So you’re even then. Now leave. o< N
YY) . , o e
. ESave) He has not paid me anything! i
o eSE) ‘ BATA
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o9 = [~ &=
Jo '{ oJ forest, chop wood, carry it to the market on his back and ) L
Ha N . (.
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. ° - break. He placed the load on the ground. When the poor v A
' Ofs
ak ’Q man wanted to continue his way, he was no longer able i}," L:
é ST to lift the bundle, for it was too heavy, and he was old Ox8gq -
AN (@&
Ve o and weak. Lot S,
\ > N A
2 Meanwhile someone was passing by. The old man asked A
& 3 = by
¥ *96' the person to help him lift the bundle to be placed on ;:Jﬁ". N
L ¥ 7 3 A8 A "lliu
o 499 the old man’s back. Before tending to him, the passer- | (BAER b o
% - ) = 2
s\ by asked the old man: Oy
v ‘I I help you load this bundle on your back, what will oo 9
:'"N'." "f you give me?’ \ j’( *'
o el ' BATA
*.?f &N (" ‘What do I have, dear, to give you? Nothing,” said the :3.“;1’ o
e BavaAl) CAYRE \
& 4;t“‘\ 1 | old man. ‘.! (@) {H ; }2}
y b G- b
g 6¢V+ *’w?" Use
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i iQ bundle on the old man’s back, and then demanded: inr,
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B 5% ¢ The old man beseeched him for a long time: S
)Y Oy
:} Y O ‘What do you want from me, good man? Why do you @R&ER
e’?ﬁ""‘ ’ 4#’— =
-{E} not leave me in peace?’ G’(.
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| N am w20k
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é 0 &:J that “nothing”.’ RO £ a;fﬁ ‘
2 BOAS) (X
& ""‘4;. The old man kept pleading with him, but the man did .&4.?},, 3
oy '_ not want to hear anything. At the end, he took the poor ::3 <: >N
& @ o' Ui
¥ *96' old man to the qadi. ;3.".' ok
& ¥ 7k L A BA - S 'fux
< BIgAa) The gadi was unable to solve this case and invited Molla | (@A
%, *&;«r : ﬁq{\“h‘ b
RN Nasraddin for assistance: XSy
i v "?;:, ‘For God’s sake, Molla, take on this case. Only you will ‘.-:‘: ¥ G
TN e . Y@l
o -. be able to solve it.’ i &_ = I8
o AR AT
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L ERAS) AR -
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> ) ‘.},_ L
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: s o
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) o T 2
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Molla had never fasted, and his wife would always re- ,.-:‘: - < .*
W04
proach him for that. Once, on the seventeenth day of o
BACA
the holy month of Ramadan, she began reproaching “.?*if g
| J.l "":4 = %‘ ;
him, as usual. Molla promised that he would start fasting : C’ U
4"‘:? . 3 s
the next morning. D4 i
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. At night, his wife woke him up. Molla eat plenty and . +<+e
B went back to sleep. In the morning, he put some bread ‘o
2, (@RS
5 & PEs . . q q - - 2
»ﬁ? N into his saddlebag, loaded it on his donkey and went to U"} I"If_:-l.,ﬁ-
g eé:l the field to work. ' ::J‘i K <
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R EXE
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g .!;Q ‘Molla, you should be ashamed of yourself! You are a
i _J' ‘:’ grey-bearded man already, yet you do not fast.’ O < Eg‘
e (@&X ‘G
Vo "-‘4;. ‘There is nothing to be ashamed of,” replied Molla. ‘It is .:4?-},, g
e o '_ time to break the fast.’ - <j >N
A B
. *ﬁ ‘Molla!” exclaimed the passer-by. ‘What do you mean? ;3;"'.' o
L SN (] SRRl
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O Berl ‘Molla, do you know if God has eyes?’ ' oxad ik
v > . : _ . XA
.w‘? u / He does,” replied Molla, ‘but only one and on the very U-f'h_ 1&‘9 .
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back and the person comes head over heels back to the
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Once Molla came to mosque, went up the minbar and
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exclaimed:
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‘People! Who has questions? Ask me and I shall answer
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. Y them!’

-

‘*(:; i The people started showering Molla with questions. But

)
st gl
i

he had the same answer for all:
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“That, I do not know.’
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Once upon a time, Molla Nasraddin and his son sailed
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off somewhere. On their way, they were caught in a ter-
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rible storm. The waves were bouncingthe boat as if it

Q)

[~ | were a little lath. Molla who had not seen the sea before,
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raised his eyes to the sky and prayed:
‘O, Almighty God! Appease this storm and save us from
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trouble! I vow, as soon as I reach home, to go to
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mosque and light a candle the size of a mast.
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wheat and took them to the mill. On the way there, he
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had a thought:
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“Would it not be nice if the wheat in these sacks turned
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into gold?”
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grain was falling on the ground. He raised his eyes to the

sky and said:
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‘O, Heaven! I do not need your gold! You can choke on
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it! Why would you spill my grain?’
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Once upon a time, Molla Nasraddin’s son asked him:
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‘Honourable akhoond,” objected Molla, ‘we do not need
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such a prayer, or such a houri. We shall not live enough
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to walk from her head to her toes.’
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Once upon a time, a female buffalo got into Molla’s gar-
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Molla, his wife and his son got sticks and ran out to
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chase it away. Before they had time to approach it,

-

‘*(:; i Molla noticed a dervish walking in the garden. He
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‘There is cattle that is more obnoxious than a buffalo
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here. Let us get rid of it first.”

?
‘ ]

B0, : ®
rd.‘v.:" f’-l Take Back Your Tuman o
g [
R %
v BRAe) A certain man gave Molla five tumans and said: (EXE
b & _’r‘ [ : 0" @
e '{ oJ ‘Take these five tumans and pray for me every day after O
20 | | o
B ° 5% your fifth prayer. 25ef
X 2%
| P Molla gave him back a tuman and said: =eadd
.'E; ‘To tell you the truth, nights have become very short and :3*4’?’;
- ASAg) EXer
Ml ’)"‘VQ “*‘0&:‘
. }\) O{ 2

' é

# Q@Q@QQQQ DQ@QQQQQQ

-4\;"\ Af-
(.f : : #
0 Mol ('i \ ‘ 6"}' el
5‘ . ‘,." '; - "
A,

" " N
g Jio \,_. P

l
- -x g



g,t"._ g ] gl
% ¥ Ve ' | ¢ 1 )‘(‘» / '-'_,‘-'. .
/P L3
i " m* r -v % x‘r v' t’{ @”&‘f%r ey
Liole :m I IICN DI DI DI DI DN S g
% \ b, ' J -|
B 3 0-4;_; ~w+c ¢
‘i - } u =
h-‘_ > . ; -"‘0— -
long pointless mundane conversations have become O
. plenty, so I cannot get up so early as to do a morning (B
= - i
i) prayer. So take back a tuman.’ RO (-
) @
&% 8 >R
) * "6 (X3 3] G 5 . [
S0 Do wot takee, bt Gie il
A ! A
’*V_ 0 2 ;
. . . B~ el
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Molla winked at the crowd around them.
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‘That was my donkey’s tail.”
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Once upon a time, Molla had an argument with a dervish
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who was posing as a wise man.
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Molla asked him a few questions, but the dervish was
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unable to answer any of them. Finally, the dervish be-

N
(@)
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believe me, you can do calculations and verify for your—
self.”
The dervish asked his second question:
‘How many starts are there in the sky?’
‘As many as hairs on my donkey’s body.’

‘And where is your proof?’ asked the dervish.

‘If you do not believe me,” replied Molla, ‘yvou can go and

count for yourself.’
‘And how many hairs do I have in my beard?’ asked the
dervish.
‘As many as there are on my donkey’s tail,” replied
Molla.
The dervish was enraged.
“You are lying!”’
Molla answered him calmly:
‘I am not lying. Here is your beard; here is my donkey’s
tail. Count the hairs on both one by one, and if the

count is not even, you are welcome to criticise me.’

DOéJ pf’ﬂ.yﬁ(‘

;
>

9

®)
L‘.-‘Tt

)
{ ]

oY

09,
;ﬁ:

:-‘%I A .

@) (&3
Qt‘-“-' ‘.’J

+
@

9
J.

Q@Q@QQQQ

-‘\t“\

|

‘*f‘
rt s

5‘1w \‘,."

&

e | =

'Y a @ a-»}'a
. i

'7*

D C; ;D C; ;D C; ;D C; ;3

i

f 2

' é

. 41




T ai T AR :. S -k fo s Rt~ §.
oy - S A
'|: el Vo ' | 03 f 1 )‘(‘» g '-'.,‘-'.
r’ Ry § B W, : 0{ S @ ) é‘r)k »
R Jr=n! \ ?f‘\ fg ﬂ !g (_ fg cﬂ ?g Q\ fg Q\ (_\ % C‘ﬁ fg rﬂ fg ‘;'
\ . s '_z L
i »’.Q g_ — ..ig_; g. , Q@‘f Y3
f N % A
. AR _--} U o ,“
O Y
D) Ofs
W Once upon a time, a certain man came to see Molla (AN 2
""r,“ - e i*[‘l"-.]
ONY) Nasraddin and said: Oxq -
EOAT) (eRég
A g ‘Molla, there is a dog on our street that does not let me 7% 0
5T O
= '_ be. I am so afraid of it that I cannot leave my house. 1 7 > =
&, @ € U
v ff" have heard that there exists a special prayer in Arabic ;:Jﬁ". Y
: B, o= S
that can get a dog to shut its jaws and to no longer be (AP
o o 2
able to bite a human. Can you please teach me this O %
’ | n A 'K:: : "E—i‘
prayer? el O
3 . . . j( X h ’.-*I°'
[ suggest you carry a stick on you at all times instead. [ o=+ — NN
B g
do not believe that a dog from your street understands :3-‘11’ o
i Arabic.’ 1 E - }2}
4("4- - s
> o my.
| Mollacs Saceifice -
.-'-.?'_ -y .# )4‘( :4C. R
2 o< -0 ] T > o TN
p}.‘i? N Molla had a camel. Once, the camel fell ill. The people U"} '-"f_"'.,w
v R who knew about animal diseases examined the camel (@R
L5 —’:4 ! 4_::’— . ]
e '{ oJ and told Molla that it would die soon. L C
S0 [ L ‘ X
R oo - If it is to die anyway,” said Molla, ‘perhaps I should sac- e
- rifice it to glorify God. vy
Molla slaughtered the camel. After that, wherever he :??C
I, 7‘:* ,‘;‘,:? ?’:& -3 .
Y U“*‘b %
. L/
; m:;' 9 ;2 E; ;D C; ;I) C; ;D D C; ;D C; ;3 C; ;D C; ;D ‘uuh 3
% ) 'Y (r s a @ a o & i a .
s 2k Al &k --"
: *, ":..‘.'I .'-"'- ﬁ‘. A




C‘ fr‘\ fD L"“ ) C ,rg cﬁ fj C‘ fj C‘ __, C‘ C‘ fj?f‘\ fg E*’ __I'-'.."

FLl Tt BRI T

N a )
l
¥ Y G\

qr
L Ao
E&

)

R8s

5)(Q

went, he would talk about having made a sacrifice to

God.
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Finally, he was told:

&t

i

‘Why, Molla, if it is not a big deal! We are fed up with
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every feast.’
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‘So until we see the new moon, it is not obligatory to
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fast?’
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‘No, it is not.’
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thus never fasted.

This continued until the end of Ramadan.
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news for you. You can jump into a puddle or even into a

sea, | shall still spite you and not fast.’
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prayer from a minbar?’
‘Yes,” replied Molla, ‘it has happened twice. The first
time, instead of saying that those who misappropriate
other people’s property will burn in hell, I said that all
gadis will burn in hell. The second time, instead of saying
that those who do bad deeds belong in hell, I said that all
merchants belong in hell.’

The gadi and the merchant looked embarrassed.
“You have no manners,” said the qadi angrily. “You have
always been a brute.’

‘Yes, an ill-bred one,” added the merchant.

Molla was walking between the two. As soon as they
started insulting him, he turned first to the right, then to
the left, and said calmly:

‘I am by no means an ill-bred brut, but I am standing

between them right now.’

Mollots Beaed

They say Molla’s moustache and beard were thin. Once

the gadi wanted to embarrass Molla for that and said:
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send me a horse to take me home?’
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At this point, someone jumped on Molla’s back. Molla

r

raised his head towards the sky and said:
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‘It has been sixty years that you are my Lord, but you

Q)

[~ | have still not learned to make sense of words.’
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Molla bequeathed:
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‘Bury me in an old tomb.’
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; ‘Why?’ asked his wife.
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‘When the angel of death comes,” replied Molla, ‘I shall
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show him the old grave and perhaps escape being inter—
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rogated by him.’
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Molla disliked sayyids and dervishes that he could not LR
MY
, stand even seeing them. Once, as he came home from ¢<¢;Iz
5 S the market, he lay down to rest. Suddenly he heard a ¥4 S0 ’-,’J‘ ¢
x e U N i SN ]
R o ey q . = o
»ﬁ? N knock on the door. He asked many times who it was but U"} I"If_:-l.,ﬁ-
3 B ef:: no one answered. ; ?‘i A N
e _{O Finally Molla stood up, opened the door and saw a \:3’(- |
0% d weart e
R oo - sayyid wearing a green turban and a green belt. o6 >0
N, ‘What is it?” asked Molla with a clouded brow. ‘What do ol
o 4.4
[ o= e ’ - P e
N you wan CD*«,*
- .‘;‘,:? ?_::f’ A
Y U“*‘b %
. L/
_ m:;' 9;2 E;;D C;;D C;;D D C;;D C;Q C;;D C;;D ‘uuh
% ) 'Y (r s a @ a o & i ' a .
V .— v ; 1 v ¥ "'. ! § o
t: # --:..‘.-I .'-"'l N‘_ \ o



ol ‘M skl il LAl P e . B
s aiid 3 o far 4pd 1 ‘-
£ i H

, !

K OO RO RO
m* fg n rg & rg fers R0

Y a 3' 0 ~ .
R e n! b0) Q\ fg Q’x (_\ C‘ﬁ fg rﬂ fg
{ ] o R TR T s - T Qa"f P
J 0-4;_; ~w+c 1
{ QU S ¢ ) a ¢ *‘. .,.I'
| i ; J‘.’}’C’J I am a guest of God,” answered the sayyid. ‘And I want Cjﬁ(_. - ,
o ’Q to spend this night at your house.’ i}," L:
é XD Molla quietly went out on the street and locked the door AR a;fﬁ
EESAa) (X
3 g2 of his house. Then he took the sayyid by hand and led el S,
— vred him down the street. - — T
) AR
¥ *96' The sayyid followed him without saying anything. ;:Jﬁ". N
i B A B C
. 499 Molla brought the sayyid to a mosque and said, while (AP
% - ) = 2
)’ pointing at it: Oy
v 4~ § “This is God’s house, may it be ruined! If you are a guest el U
e BY o
B of God, this is where you should stay. Why are you o=+ — NN
A e CSS , , B g
H_f ] butting into my house? I am not God’s trustee! :3-‘11’ B
e | | O
ORISR @&
A o <) "o f g
S 0 s .4 L.
| BIRAT God s ncp'«;uw D4 C o
S o
o) O
i y \-..) n . 9 {s \J v o
S ﬁ' There was empty land in front of Molla’s house. At a ‘Y&
AN A
B o>~ B . . _ 58 >0
»}f‘? ) certain point he started noticing that every night some U‘"} '-"f_,".,w
B one defecated in front of his door. (@&
L5 —’:4 ! 4_::’— . ]
e '{ oJ He removed the faeces one or twice, but at the end, he ) L
R EXE
® o .43. had enough. He thought that he absolutely needed to .::4 °
R Y8
' PSs catch the scoundrel and teach them a lesson. ol
A N
One night, Molla exited the house, took a stick and hid :?ng‘
& ?*i%'i. ’
) O U (e
. L/
__ r\:; 9}3 E; ;i) 9 ;I) C; ;D C ‘*\D C; ;D C; ;3 C; ;D C; ;D ‘uuh ¥
% ) 6 ('i ia a-»s ' a 7
t_ i‘J i..'.:...;.- y i .p’ P "'. "

f!
v e



LY 1 ,.. 4
‘(5.9 - V

:‘;f(' | ] ’

.! )ii *‘3 );r

5§”

'y e
l. ' & SO * “1
iy * c\f"\%@:?g 1! fg cﬁfgc fg C" )(\ff* Q‘ﬁfgv‘\f') e e
y -\ P g A (‘:, - _f T
2 — 1858
.i }_ ki [ u -1 I..‘
4‘:!‘ j‘?}'{) behind a wall, waiting. G( |
- Ba0AQ) After some time, he noticed a man sneaking up to his [EAPAN
£y _@_&;‘ - _%‘ - "“l
OXE) house. The man looked around, squatted down and AL < t;"'_
é @) e
A "'3;. . began releasing products of his vital activity. E H;p»u >
T o ', After waiting a little, Molla attacked the man from behind - : Y.
s AT ..: - ¥y
& | the wall. S
N = e | ] =Sl
i "‘;Q : The man, on seeing Molla, recollected himself and said, | ?ﬂ tf g::%"f

fu g

o

R

g@

0)

¢

¥o5ia¥e

0!

N

s g
ot

 J

\

N

trying to scale Molla:
‘I am God’s nephew! I shall curse him who touches me!’
Molla dropped his stick and said:
‘Welcome! But your uncle lied to you!” he pointed at the
mosque and continued: ‘There, this is your uncle’s house,
from now on, that is where you will go. And this house

is mine; it has nothing to do with God.’
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In order not to lose count of the days of Ramadan, Molla
placed a little jug in a niche and every morning, as soon
as he woke up, he threw a pea in it.

One morning, his youngest daughter noticed him doing
that. She liked what she saw. The next morning, after
Molla threw in another pea and left, the girl took a
handful of peas and threw them into the jar. Molla was
unaware.

Once, Molla’s neighbours came round and asked:
‘Molla, do you know how many days has it been since
the beginning of Ramadan?’

‘Hang on,” replied Molla. ‘I shall tell you in a minute!’
He proceeded into a different room. There, he took the
jug and began counting. He counted one hundred and
twenty-two peas and thought: “If I say this figure, they
will laugh at me. I should probably divide it in half.” He
went back and said:

‘Today is the sixty-first day of Ramadan.’

‘Why, Molla!” objected the neighbours. ‘The month of
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Once upon a time, when the Muslim fast corresponded o
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eating roasted chicken. After greeting him, Molla sat next G’ g J-,ﬁ
-o_‘:? . 4 J
to him uninvited and began eating the chick with him. D4 i
(A
. The Armenian looked at Molla’s turban and aba and . ¢<¢;'Z' -
© B said: ‘o
3 "o o : : v..é"_‘ e
p}.‘i? ‘ .. My dear fellow, you are Muslim and furthermore a U"} '-"f_"'.,w
¥ e E: cleric, how dare you disregard the fast?’ , ?‘i R g0
e _{O ‘Well, why are you disregarding your fast yourself and \:3’(- |
Ho , EXE
B Ve~ eating this chicken?’ asked Molla. %
: s o
A A ‘ q q ) D4 ;
' PSs [ always disregard the Armenian fast. vy
‘Very well. And I always disregard the Muslim one.’ :??C
I, 7‘:* ,‘;‘,:? ?’:& -3 .
Y U“*‘b %
. L/
; m:;' 9 ;2 E; ;D C; ;I) C; ;D D C; ;D C; ;3 C; ;D C; ;D ‘uuh 3
% ) 'Y (r s a @ a o & i a .
't\. ‘J .— ._..\.. y - y - . U . » i I.". t S



’f:;‘ - R -:_:‘._ b - .,E.}".“ ¥ 4 . _wd “.'I k| e '_' "y (‘ 'y : e .- "!..'I
g % s -_ P, : :‘(.’ Lk
rf a 5' % * z QJ * 43 ) &i.)k »
R =n \ ?f‘\ fg ﬂ !g (_ fg cﬂ ?g Q\ fg Q\ (_\ % C‘ﬁ fg rﬂ fg ‘;'
N it e e
! B - ) u - 4
i AR ([ERAN
h.‘_ > (X3 o . £33 s-"‘q Lo
: | Sleoald Sine Lewss O
. 75 ~ ‘.'#‘.:
. C" § Molla did not fast, but would still get up before dawn and i “:\ £ "'tﬂ
Y G R [ ‘o
e "4;* ate his fill together with his wife. He also demanded new SN
D) O
e . dishes from her every morning. BX : h
- -¥ 562 >
v e | Finally, the wife grew fed up and said: (&Y ,.‘ R
; . 0, - S
‘How long will this go on? You are not fasting during f ?‘ﬂ.f -‘I |
% <, A
the day, but you still get up before dawn and eat. Either L. Al
_. { "-ﬂ -
observe the fast, or do not get up before dawn.’ ,.-:‘: < .*
W04
Molla became angry and replied: ael
BACA
‘Do you think at all? Not observing the fast is sinful “.;*‘*i,s g
| J.l "":4 = %‘ ;
enough, and you also want me not to eat before dawn, C’ S
4"‘:? . 3 s
and that would be another sin. No, my dear, [ cannot sin IR\4 o
(A
. that much.’ . ’:"? °
C .'-.", .H 5
Y ( PAGIN 1
R o< -8 . -« TN
BN Mol Geltes Evene withe God O
& g,?"."‘ » +¥‘*— . "
C .{u Once an akhoond said from the minbar: DX
Q) e
B % ‘He who fasts on the tenth day of Muharram until noon R
Rt - shall commit such a good deed that it would be equal to X8 >l
) > "‘ f ’ ‘4\*0‘
a seventy—month-long fast. Ot
B ") U{*L "
. L/
: m:;' 9 ;2 E; ;D C; ;I) C; ;D D C; ;D C; ;3 C; ;D C; ;D ‘uuh 3
% oA A (r s a @ a o & i ' a .
= o

.i"'

A + A 2 ] § o
. oL . LN
et 4 & - & > * oh

- r ¥+ " T






L

e
[ ]

S

3

9

2
tfrg_@ff

v‘%
(€

R
&

L 4
¥

0)(Q

ﬂ P
(4
b

E‘ﬁff _) c’

X0

N
QA

§6)

‘},‘4 ™

cly

s
i3t

Y

~ (_\

e

L)

J

L ]
ve

D)(€

2
1
-

¢
b6

4

‘r 51‘.@‘

¢

§

4

Rrsies

KL%
]

»5
QA

0

k.ei

T T e - e B L

- .0;;.‘;.'.,. L ] _.-. ‘-

, !

H‘\-

K OO RO RO
m* fg n rg & rg fers R0

b0) Q\ fg Q\’ (_\ C‘ﬁ fg rﬂ fg

o R TR T e L - T

Molla heard that and on the tenth day of the month of
Muharram of that year, he fasted until noon. After that,
he did not observe the fast.

One day, during the fast, someone saw Molla eating and
asked him:

‘Are you not ashamed not to be observing the fast?’
‘Have you not heard what the akhoond said? I fasted on
the tenth day of Muharram, which is equal to a seventy-
month-long fast. [ used up a month this year and I have
another sixty—nine months to go until [ get even with

God.

End of Fost

On the last days of the fast, Molla went to a neighbour-
ing village. He reached the village square and saw all the
villagers watching the sky carefully. Molla approached
them and also stared at the sky.

‘Here it is! Here it is!” exclaimed one of the villagers.
‘Where?’ asked another one. ‘There is nothing there!’

‘Look more carefully,” said a third one. ‘It may appear
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&t

i

my shoe.’

e

Mol alt o Pna.ge.'n

@D

Once upon a time at mosque, when people were pray—
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Molla then head-butted the person standing in front of
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him and knocked him down.
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“Yes, we do,” a few people answered right away.
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‘Well, if you do, then there is no point in explaining it to

you again,” said Molla and descended from the minbar.

R @R

168

Everyone realised that their plan had just failed. On the
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‘Do you know what has happened?’
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Once upon a time, a certain dervish heard about Molla’s

Q)

glory and vowed to trick him and get Molla to give him

5

what he wanted.
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Everyone waited until Molla came to the market. As soon

L]
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as he showed up, the dervish greeted him:

‘Hello, Uncle Molla!”’
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‘Hello, honourable dervish!’

-

‘Molla,” said the dervish, ‘I have a few questions for you.

)
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As [ see, you are a scholar, and you shall thus give me
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i

IS5, ; all the accurate answers.’
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‘My pleasure,” said Molla. ‘What are your questions?’

‘Who is Adam?’
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‘Our grandfather.’
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‘And who is Eve?’

4

et

‘Our grandmother.’

‘So we are all grandchildren of the same grandparents?’
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‘Yes, that is correct.’

e

‘So we are all either brothers, or cousins, is that right?’
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means that [ am also entitled to part of the heritage.
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Now please be as kind as to give me my share.’

This was how Molla got his penny back.
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Once upon a time, Molla came back home from work
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tired. His wife served him a cup of tea and began
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preparing dinner. Molla was slowly sipping on his tea
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and looking at the boiling pot.
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Just before the wife served dinner, someone knocked on
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the door. Molla became frustrated: “Who in the world
would bother us at this hour? They will not even let us | &
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have the little stew we have prepared.” Molla was grum- S S
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Molla screamed a few times: “Who is there?” but no one &
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answered. Finally, the wife said:
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‘It will not Kkill you to get up and see who it is forcing
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their way so furiously.’
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‘I swear to God, woman,” replied Molla, ‘I have no
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Mol Answees Qiestion.s

A traveller learned that Molla Nasraddin was an intelli-
gent and wise person. He came to Molla’s village to ask
him for help with some difficult questions.

When he reached Molla’s village, the latter was still in
the field ploughing his lot.

The traveller took him for an ordinary ploughman, so he
approached him and asked:

‘They say a certain Molla Nasraddin lives in this village.
Do you happen to know him?’

“Yes, he does live here, and yes, [ do know him.’
‘Where can I find him?’

‘He does not appear before anyone. To be able to see
him, you will have to live in this village at least for two
months.’

The traveller gave it a thought and said:

‘What can I do? I need him urgently.’

‘What is the matter?’ asked Molla.

‘I am a traveller. They say he is a very intelligent man.

And [ have a few questions that I would like to know an-
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‘No, I have none.’

WD ‘If there are no more pomegranates, there can-
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not be more questions.’
Gods Pe.‘opl.e.'

Once upon a time, Molla was working in the field. At

noon, he laid his cloth and sat down to eat. Meanwhile a

few people approached him. They greeted Molla and

stared at his food.

‘Please,” said Molla, ‘fell free to sit next to me and help

yourselves.’

All the passers-by sat down and began eating. Every-

thing that was on the cloth disappeared instantly, and

Molla remained hungry.

The men stood up, thanked Molla and prepared to leave.

Molla then asked them:
‘Brethren, you have not told me who you are.’
‘We are God’s people,” they said.

When the men left, a few cavalrymen rode up to the

spring located nearby. They slaughtered a sheep, pre-
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‘By God, it seems to me that it is a residential building,
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but...’

‘No, you are wrong,” the inspector interrupted him. ‘This
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is not a house, it is a caravanserai.’
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Molla figured that this man had been poking fun of him ;

fg,c’(
Q)

VRS
(]

(o and, not in the least embarrassed, he replied:

‘Now it makes sense: this is where horses and donkeys
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live, and that is why they needed to make this building so
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large.’
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One morning Molla said after his prayer: | &
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‘O, Almighty! Until today, I have never asked You for -~

anything. Now I would like to test You. If You truly exist, # = S A
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let me have one hundred gold coins. k-?("} :_ié’t
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His wife, who was standing nearby, said:
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‘Perhaps not one hundred, but a bit less.’
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‘No, we already have had an agreement, and if it is
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ninety-nine, I shall not accept it.’
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The gadi decided that they rich man must have
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indeed gone mad and sent him away.

Molla took the gold, the jubba and the mule and
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went back home.
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Molla had a rich and greedy neighbour who never helped
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poor people, or contributed to the grief or joy of others
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Once Molla had to go and see him on business. Molla

came up to the rich man’s house and knocked on the
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door. The rich man saw Molla from the window and hid. 1 &
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The servant came out and said: T -

‘Master is not home.’ Do+ - N
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Molla knew that the servant was lying, and as he was D’("} :_ié’t
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walking back home, he thought: “It does not worry me.
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One day he will come to ask me for something.”
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Days and then weeks passed. Once the rich neighbour
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had to see Molla for an important matter. Molla saw
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from the window that the neighbour is heading round.
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He went up to the door and began waiting for the
neighbour to knock.
When the rich man began knocking, Molla answered
from behind the door:
‘I am not home.’
‘Molla, this is not very neighbourly,” said the rich man.
‘How are you not home?’

‘By God, neighbour, this is how the world is set up: we
must follow examples of others.” A few days ago, I went
round to your house, and you made your servant tell me

that you were not home. So I followed your example,

except that [ do not have a servant, so I had to say it
myself. What could I do? I am not as rich as you to af-

ford having a servant. I am my own servant and master.’

Town: Folk: Te.*m;pe.*o

Once upon a time, Molla Nasraddin was visited by a
guest from a village. The guest tied his horse in the yard

and entered the house, and a conversation initiated be-
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not let me have any bread. Now it is up to Your will:
You can forgive me, or You can take my money from
the merchant and give it to the baker.’

Who is the Vendor?

Molla decided to do some business. He borrowed a don-
key, some marinade and scales from a marinated veg-
etables vendor, and set up a stall on the street. The
donkey had a bad habit: as soon as Molla arrived at a
place full of people, it would start howling so loudly that
Molla could not even promote his merchandise.
This happened for several days, until one day when the
donkey howled again, and Molla angrily pulled its ear
and said:

“You are unbelievably ill-mannered! Would you let me
howl once? Tell me which one of us is selling this God-

damned marinade after all, you or me?’
Mollac.s Re.‘w_‘u;ge_'

One night, a burglar broke into Molla’s house and stole
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everything that there was. Molla woke up in the morning
and saw that the house was all empty, so he vowed to
have his revenge.
He waited until evening and when it finally got dark, he
grabbed a ladder and left
Molla had a rich merchant as a neighbour. Molla placed
the ladder to reach the neighbour’s window and got into
the room. In order for passers-by not to notice the lad-
der, he pulled it inside. The owner of the house was
woken up by the noise and walked in on Molla standing
in the room with a ladder on his shoulder.
‘Molla,” he said, ‘what are you doing here?’
Molla realised that he had been busted, but decided to
play a fool and answered:
‘T am selling a ladder.’
The merchant became angry:
“This is not a market, you know.’
‘A ladder can be sold anywhere,” said Molla. ‘“The most

important thing is that there is a good buyer.’
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wandering in the streets, he visited the market. There he
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o ¢
24
.*h

=
B)(
= P
1
if‘-—‘
e .\Ei_ & | g .- _1.: --.: --'__:_' 4

First Molla thought: “This man must be blind and thus p ~ 8
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unaware of the things laid before him!” Molla ap-
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proached the man and saw that the man was watching
him. Then, having stood around a bit longer and having | &
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thought about it, he decided that the man must have e e

been blind from birth, that is, watching but not seeing. # iy
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‘What are doing? You almost poke my eyes out!’
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and started making another circle around the market.
One of the vendors noticed that Molla was selling a big
hank, so he called him up. Even though the vendor of-
fered him a price lower than what a hank of that size
would usually cost, Molla did not negotiate further.
The vendor became suspicious, and he asked Molla:
‘Molla, is there anything else in that hank besides
thread?’
“Yes,” replied Molla. ‘A camel’s skull.’
The vendor decided that Molla was joking, calmed down,
paid the money, and Molla left.
The next day, he called Molla up and said to him:
‘Molla, you should be ashamed of yourself!’
‘First of all, when [ was selling that hank, I told you there
was a camel’s skull inside. If you knew it, why did you
buy it? Second of all, you offered such a low price that
even if it was a skull inside and not a full live camel, you

still did not lose.’
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The shopkeeper handed him a jubba. Molla put it on and
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wanted to leave without paying.
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‘Molla,” said the shopkeeper, ‘you forgot to pay.’
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= | ‘To pay for what?’ asked Molla. ‘I gave you back the
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trousers.’

‘But you did not pay for those trousers,” objected the
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shopkeeper.
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“You are a strange man, sir,” said Molla with surprise,
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Once upon a time, Molla went to the market for holiday
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presents. On his way there, he came across an acquain-

tance who asked him:
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‘Where are you going, Molla?’
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‘To the market,” replied Molla.
‘Oh? All is well, I hope?’
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merchant, too.

them for 9 dinars each. One of his friends asked him:
‘Molla, what is this business? You are losing money!’
‘It is all right,” replied Molla. ‘I am doing this only,for I

would like others to be saying: “Molla has become a

99
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Molla owed a shopkeeper some money. And the damned

money was by no means easily to find. Molla tried very

hard, but did not succeed at repaying the shopkeeper.

The shopkeeper would show up at Molla’s door every

day, had loud arguments with him and humiliated him in
front of all the neighbours.

This is when Molla finally decided to fool the shop-
keeper. He ploughed up an unsown piece of land in his
vard and planted thorns there. In the evening, he saw
that the shopkeeper was heading directly to his house,
murmuring curses like a witch
Molla sent his wife to open the door and hid under the

window. The shopkeeper approached the door, knocked
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Molla knew a shopkeeper. Everything that Molla needed

2)(;
SIS

*\‘
[

around the house he would buy on credit from him, and
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Once, when Molla was having a conversation with his
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friends, the shopkeeper showed up again and used hand

r

gestures to let Molla know that if Molla did not pay him

&t

i

back, the shopkeeper would humiliate him in front of his

Q)

[~ N friends.
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Molla kept turning his back to the shopkeeper in order

to get him to leave. But the shopkeeper did not seem
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like he was going to leave any time soon.
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Finally, Molla was so fed up with him that he told him in

N
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a4, = e front of everyone:

-

Gl ‘What an annoying person you are! I only owe you six—
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teen tumans. Come on Friday and take ten tumans.
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Come the Friday after and get another five. That leaves
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one tuman.’
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“Yes, it does,” confirmed the shopkeeper.
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‘Very well,” said Molla, ‘then how come you are not

ashamed of bothering me every single evening because

7
a1t

et

¢

of one tuman?’
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‘Yes, but this is a parrot!’
‘So be it. And this is a turkey!’
‘But a parrot can talk like a human!’
Molla realised that he had done something foolish and
said:
‘Well, it can talk and this one can stay silent. We are all
adults and, thank God, we all know that speech is silver,

silence is golden.’
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Molla bought some plums at the market, brought them
home and shared them with his wife. Suddenly the wife
noticed that Molla, while eating the plums, was swallow-
ing their pits too.
‘Why are you swallowing the pits?’ asked the wife.
‘Why should I not?’ objected Molla. ‘If they are not edi-
ble, why were they selling them? Why would they sell

something that needs to be thrown away?
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ri¥ NT) (OG-
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A few days later, Molla came back to the same bath-
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house. As soon as he entered, everyone, from the owner

r

to the junior assistant, jumped up and began to bustle

&t

Wt

around Molla. Molla was given a silk apron and a silk

Q)

e | towel, and in general enjoyed enviable service.

6%

Molla bathed and, as he was leaving, he paid less than it

was required.

@D

When the bathhouse staff saw that they were not getting

P
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what they had expected, they looked at each other in

N
QA

gk, = . surprise and began cursing Molla. Molla, in turn, said

-

o calmly:
<J

)
adeghle
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‘Why are you being grumpy? The respect should be

. .
i

mutual. Last time I paid you more than required, this

g
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time less. There is nothing to worry about here. What 1

?
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gave in excess last time, you can count for today and
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what is left to pay today you can cover with what I paid

that day.
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=5 ) [ Vg
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- -¥ 562 >
v AN soup was served. Molla noticed that the plate was full of (&Y ,.‘
7 3 . v',.l‘,.x
liquid, with two or three pieces of dough floating in it. f ?‘ﬂ,f :f’
O
Molla could not help but get up and begin undressing. DL e
The host asked: T n
‘Molla, what are you doing?’ I~
BACA
‘See if you have a bathing apron; I would like to borrow “.?*if ot
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S an
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size of the glass and felt like jeering at Molla: CD’(_’. / "'-.‘s'lL
b B9 A5 ‘Molla,” he said, ‘can you please get me a rope?’ EREN
r‘:yt“ e ¢ P eS8
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Once upon a time, Molla was standing by the gates. He
saw a horseman passing by and told him just to be po-
lite:

‘Brother, you must be tired; come in and be my guest.’
The horseman dismounted immediately, as if he had
been waiting for Molla’s invitation. He entered the yard
and asked:

‘Where can I tie my horse?’

“You can tie it to my overly long tongue,” replied the

abashed Molla.
Hoind

Once upon a time, there was a discussion about a good
hound. A rich man, whom Molla did not appreciate very
much, intervened in the conversation:

‘I like hounds very much,’ said the rich man, ‘but [ do
not seem to find a pedigree one.’

‘I promise to bring you a well-bred hound tomorrow,’
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He is a Real Mane
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Molla arrived in town. One of the residents approached

Q

Wt

him and said:

Q)

‘Molla, you are a nice person. I am inviting you over for

5

some bread-and-salt and conversation.’

g
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Molla agreed and they went round to the person’s house.
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When it was dinner time, only bread and salt were
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0 6
/2lC

served. Molla was very hungry, so he had to eat what

N
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was available. At this time, a beggar knocked on the

-

‘*(:; i door and asked for money. The owner of the house
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leaned out of the window and threatened the beggar:
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‘Get out of here this instant, or else I shall come out and

g
)

break your ribs!’
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r 4_..'.3 » The beggar did not leave and kept begging. Then Molla X
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. _4¢:'" i leaned out and said: RL
R g‘:: ‘It is best for you to leave, my friend! He is a real name. ::3“ i : f
E '{a He does exactly what he promises!’ \3’(- R
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On one hot summer day, Molla’s neighbour invited him

R @R
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to his house.
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Cold syrup was served in a big jug.

*
)

S
()

SNT) | The owner gave Molla a tea spoon and himself took a

2

ladle and began to draw syrup out of the jug with it.
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Molla tried hard, but could not keep up with him.

G

The host, after each sip, would say:
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‘Oh, I am about to die from this goodness!”
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Finally, Molla threw away his tea spoon and grabbed the

host’s ladle:
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‘Neighbour! Let me also die at least once!’ R\
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Molla had a good sheep. He raised it in order to slaugh-
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ter it in the autumn and bulk up for the winter with some
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roast.
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His neighbours were very interested in that sheep. They
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asked Molla many times to slaughter it and let them taste
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Molla and one stingy man had an argument. After a long arel
X
altercation, the stingy man finally told Molla: “.?*i,s ot
L i3 '“- )
‘Whatever you say, but money is one damned thing that ; C’ U
-o_‘:? . 4 J
everybody likes. Even you like it.’ D4 i
m (;f
. ‘This is true,” replied Molla, ‘I love money, but my love is ¢<+{
e S not like yours. [ love money for having it helps me not to ¥4 SO B Zg
x e U N i SN ]
R o ey . ) >
»ﬁ? N be depended on people like you. U"} '-"f_"'.,w
o By
20 Ol
) @K
R oo Molla Tasted thee Dincwce e L
' O
. -y O\ D £
"o ‘Q*“-o -‘4 -
>, fa A rich man once invited Molla round to show off his Q*“‘»
8 0
Y U“*‘b %
. L/
_ m:;' 9;2 E;;D C;;D C;;D D C;;D C;Q C;;D C;;D ‘uuh
% ) 'Y (r s a @ a o & i ' a .
s 2k Al &k --"
: *, ":..‘.'I .'-"'- ﬁ‘. A



’f::' - 50 . - .“?.‘;.'.,. ¥ 4 _ S -k 3 e B L (‘ s g : ot W 41’ '..,I
g'j"'. ; it il L .,t. b i 3 3 . ; e )
'|: el o Vo ' | 03 f 1 )‘(‘» g '-'.,‘-'.
Y
er " m* r -v 7 x‘r v' t’{ @”&‘f%r 2
Liole :m QI DI DI I DI DNEE
E3e) ¥ RN
1 .up. o =L e ﬁ&"«
. AR .--} O L '
B3 EXEL
’J?b' wealth. .{' Y
- EY Ofs
W The cloth was laid and Molla became dazzled at the sight (AN ol
""r,“ - e i*[‘l"-.]
2 ONY) of the many different dishes that were served. He said to Oxq -
2OAR) P~ < i
A g himself: “What an occasion”, and ate his fill. e 3
5 Sod
= '_ The host asked with airs: —~ {.',
v ff" ‘Well, Molla, what did you think of the dinner?’ ;:Jﬁ". Y
5 " i ‘ ' o - K 3
‘By God,” replied Molla, ‘it is hard to give an opinion as (AP
o ‘:\‘ ‘ ..'. .- 2
of now. To have an opinion, I need to come back here a CJ*«'C._ &
few times for dinner.’ e B
Oy
5\ i
; - - o SEN
23 | ;:-_ﬁ;f"h ﬁ_
B | =58
. Foe thoe Sak:e of Rice @RE
4“@4- - s
(CY G ‘-
: N
, Once upon a time, one of Molla’s neighbours threw a . *«,,*{
- B feast. Molla had not had any rice for a while, so he ex- Yy S ’-,'J‘ 2
QR (@RS
s - S = o
p}."‘*? N pected to be invited as well. But no one came to invite U"} .
A 2 c'h‘ h. . n( o '—f,._.
¥ z)*:‘ im {:*ﬂ N
I .{ o Molla waited until the cloth was laid and the dinner VAL
) S . X
B Ve~ served at the neighbour’s house. Afterwards he instructed g
2’ B
. PSe his wife on what to do to be able to share the neigh- vy
Lo - 9’ . - P e
: bour’s rice. She went out on the street and began CJ*&,*
Y U“*‘b %
. L/
_ m:;' 9;2 E;;D C;;D C;;D D C;;D C;Q C;;D C;;D ‘uuh
% oA A (r s a @ a o & i ' a .
= o

.o"'

ahy M 1Y y .
A t: *, Fi "i. .'-‘ .‘ ﬁ‘.

L LA b



T T e - e B L

- .0;;.‘;.'.,. L ] _.-. ‘-

e Vep ] ] 7] e L
W 9 9 Mo al ‘
- tr* s -v 7 fers v' i ﬁ”‘f"’w i,
A IC :m b)) QX8 Q5P QIS QYD BELIF e
S 7 1 .
ey o T B e s R S
By SN RNy
X AR,
1-. J‘.’}U screaming for help: % 1ﬂ
R ‘Somebody restrain Molla! He wants to kill me!’ (AN L g
o e + o SuE
é XD Molla with a giant bat in his hand was running after his AR a;fﬁ ‘
2 BOAS) (BRégd
Vo "o wife and shouting: %% oY
= '_ ‘Somebody catch her, so I can break her ribs!’ ~ (.1 - Hr
&, ~. < U
> *96' Everyone who was over at the neighbour’s house came ;:Jﬁ". Y
< BIgAa) out. The women grabbed Molla’s wife and the men held | (@A
%, *&;«r : ﬁq{\“h‘ b
, : ) on to Molla, and took them both to the neighbour’s X &
gy O\ (@&
i "’*:, house. Molla was pretending to want to break free and Lo < N
:"Tﬂ':' "f screaming. % % "}Q*I."l
) g N
- Nt ‘No, I must break her ribs!’ BRAay
?ﬁf'—i( 2 D4 ?2-'4‘
I, (3 oo p—ir - :
L2 4@ | Finally, they managed to appease him and sit him down. ‘.! r:g, q y
.;..,' > <P - .,“’".4._. S
P i NT) The rice was served. Molla ate his fill, then got up and UL R of ]
&iQ went into the yard. Qif,
Gl (/e
r{--fw 'g ‘Tell my wife to come back,” he said. ‘I forgive her.’ ; *_;J X
. ° 5% k-; ‘No, Molla,” said the owner of the house, ‘we cannot give ‘*U-;:.,; a
) XS
:} B3STa) you your wife back, or else you will beat her up at MR .:
g,?"."‘ » +¥‘*— - ]
_{E} home.’ TY6
_ .+“Q ‘Silly you,” objected Molla, ‘why would I beat my wife? I ?Jf 2
: s o
L have not gone mad! Everything we have done today was 2 A
3% staged for the sake of having some rice.’ Sy
0 XS
| N am w20k
. L/
R 7~ 9}3 E; ;i) 9 ;I) C; ;D C ‘*\D C; ;D C; ;3 C; ;D C; ;D ‘uuh 3
% ) 6 ('i ia a-»s ' a 7
t: V ;..'.:....;.- y i .p’ P "'. "



g,t"._ g ' gl
i kb I'er ' | 03 t 1 )‘(‘» / '-'.,‘-'.
i ]
i " m* r -v 3 x‘r v' t’{ @”&‘f%r I
B :m £)(Q5) QLS Q) QD) Q) QL)
B ‘r('\ X . s Tl
i .up. s e e ﬁ&"«
AR :-} U ' ,“
B> ST EREN
{ (" - ,
At o . = <o JH.
_ Foicotle Woed of Wisdome O o
. 75 ~ ‘.'#‘.:
< : Q‘ 2 .i_‘*;[":__]
C" i They say that from his younger years, Molla Nasraddin i “:\ o "'tﬂ
Y G R [ ‘o
e "4;* was one of those people who stood by their word and L.
D) O
% . was never at a loss for words. X .;-‘;
> =} i To e
S Once he had ran out of money and was walking around O
: P =D L
the market, looking for a job. Suddenly a merchant called f ?‘,ﬁf ‘,; |
% <, A
him up. He showed Molla a basket full of glass and L. Al
_. { "-ﬂ -
asked: ,.-:‘: < 2
L'C
‘Can you carry this to my house?’ i
X
Molla took the basket and together with the merchant, “.;*‘*i,s g
| J.l "":4 = %‘ ;
they set off. As they approached the house, the mer- : C’ U
4"‘:? . 3 s
chant asked: D4 i
N
. ‘I can either pay you or tell you three pieces of wisdom. B-o
OB Q ’ {1 \J “"‘ -
e S What is your pleasure? ‘o
x e U N i o' ]
g o A q = o
»ﬁ? N Nasraddin loved wise words. He was ready to U"} .
o e E: give up anything to be able to learn of them. And at that ' ::J‘i 5 N
e _{O moment he was also ready to be left without money and \:3’(- % of
R EXE
B Ve~ food, just to hear some words of wisdom. They ap- g
: s o
' , OY80o
N, proached the merchant’s house, entered the yard and ol
L A &
began climbing the forty steps towards the entrance. As :?ng‘
8 0
Y U“*‘b %
. L/
_ m:;' 9;2 E;;D C;;D C;;D D C;;D C;Q C;;D C;;D ‘uuh
% ) 'Y (r s a @ a N & i a .
t “" o+ . - ‘




C‘ fr‘\ fD L"“ ) C ,rg cﬁ fj C‘ fj C‘ __, C‘ C‘ fj?f‘\ fg E*’ __I'-'.."

FLl Tt BRI T

N a )
l
¥ Y G\

qr
L Ao
E&

)

R8s

5)(Q

they went up, the merchant said:
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‘I am about to start. Listen and remember. First,
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if anyone tells you that yoghurt is black, do not believe
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them.’
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chant a bad look, but did not say anything and kept on

going up.
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‘Second, if anyone tells you that ice can burn, do
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‘If anyone tells you that fire can freeze things, do
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not even move. Somehow he managed to come and see
a doctor and told him:
‘I am not feeling well. Can you please examine me and
find out what my ailment is?’
The doctor examined Molla and said:

‘Molla, you are perfectly healthy. The problem is that
you are hungry. Sit down; we shall have lunch together,
and everyone will be fine.’

Molla sat down, ate and drank his fill and felt
that he had gotten well, indeed. On his way out, he told
the doctor:

“You are a real doctor. You can figure out what
the illness is, find a remedy and cure your patients. In my
house, everyone has the same ailment. I shall go and

sent them all to come and see you.’
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Once upon a time, Molla Nasraddin’s neighbour told

him:
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Once Molla was asked:
‘Molla, do you know if there are more men or women in
the world?’
‘Women.’
‘How do you know?’
3 .
For women are already women and men dressing up as
women are also their ilk. This is why there are more

women.’
Ceeed

Molla had two cousins on his mother’s side. One day,
both of them visited him at home. They had something
to eat and drink and then started a conversation. One of

the cousins said:

‘I just have one wish. If it came true, I would have no

more worries in my life.’

‘What is your wish?’ he was asked.
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‘My wish is to have as much money as there are sand
grains in the world.’
The other cousin said:

‘And my wish is that all the water in the world turns into
ink, so I could dip my quill into it and write out a big
number nine, and use the rest of the ink so add zeros to
it, and this would be how much money I would like to
have.’

Then the two cousins asked Molla:

‘Tell us, brother, what would you like?’

‘I am not as greedy as you two,” replied Molla. ‘And I am

an enemy of greedy people. Now that I know what you
both want, I would like for your wishes to come true, but
on one condition: that you both die on that day, so I

could inherit all that wealth.’
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Once Molla’s neighbour was heading back from his or-
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chard. Molla saw that the man’s pockets were swollen
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and said:
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‘Good day, neighbour. What are pockets filled with?’
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‘Molla, if you can guess what is in my pockets, I shall
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= | choose the biggest peach and give it to you.’
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“You have peaches in your pockets.’

The neighbour became cross:
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‘Who is the idiot who told you this?’
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‘Why do you care what idiots tell me? Let me have my
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Once upon a time, a man who was known for never
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On one long winter evenings, Molla and a few other
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people got together to gossip, and a certain liar began
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showing off, talking about anything that came to his

SNT) | mind.
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Molla Nasraddin was keeping quiet in the corner and lis-
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tening to him.
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The liar went on talking and seeing as to no one
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‘We used to be very rich. My father had innumerable
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herds of horses. We built such a huge stable that when a | &
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‘He is telling the truth! I have seen that stable, as my fa-
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such a long stick that when he stood at the back of the
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herd, he could reach the horse that was leading it. And if
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while the herd was pasturing the sky became clouded, he

'
C
|

®) (&
5

B
0!
§

\f
\¢

83
QA
QJ
r} !

%
SYICN
> -

a-»a i a

_ f';g

AQE:QCAD Cz@ @ DCADCADCAD Cz@ nw

'S (r _- a C
oAt - y: .‘.. >

& ! ‘f_: Q, Fi "i. .'-‘ " N‘. .

L LA b



1l ‘M aa ‘T.--' e 8 o i ‘--" 'bv
‘!:: _:. 3 _.-" “

@N bﬂ)“m@

.m
=

:11(' ] ] , ' J”‘eg‘,

@@m@Ja*a@mm*'

&)

il O LT A T

%

% «”
Qf

't

5)(Q

would chase away the clouds with his stick to prevent

Tr.g
{{' "v}

hg
2

rain.’
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The liar understood that Molla was pulling his leg and
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said:
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= | “You know, Molla, there is a limit to lying. Let us sup—
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pose that you father indeed had such a long stick; where

would he keep it?’
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‘Why, in your father’s stable, of course!” replied Molla.
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Once upon a time Molla was shown a compass
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and was told:

g
)

‘Molla, we have found a strange thing whose
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purpose is unknown to us. We decided to show it to you,
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since you are a learned man.’
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Molla chuckled first, then took the compass,
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looked at it from all sides and began crying:

‘Molla, what happened?’ they asked him. ‘Why
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did you chuckle first and then cry?’
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‘By God, when you showed me that thing and
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told me that you did not know what it was, I chuckled. I
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thought to myself that you must be very ignorant, for

you were not able to make sense of such a small thing.
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Then when [ looked at it myself and did not understand
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what it was, I had nothing else to do but to cry over my =3
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X own ignorance.’
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Tamerlane was visited by a wise man from a country

faraway. They talked with the help of an interpreter. The
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foreigner expressed his desire to meet local educated | &
mn
people. -~

Tamerlane gathered all wise men, but none of them # = S A
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dared to enter into a debate with the foreigner. &
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When Molla saw how timid everyone was, he decided to
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have a debate with the guest.
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The foreigner drew a circle on the ground and looked at
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Molla. Molla thought for a bit, then divided the circle in
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half and looked at the foreigner.
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The wise man from abroad shook his head in disagree-

ment. Then Molla divided each of the semicircles in half

and let the other know that he took three—quarters and

left the foreigner one quarter. The foreigner agreed with
that.

After this, the wise man extended his hand with finger
facing up to Molla and waited for an answer. Molla
thought for a bit and offered the foreigner his own hand
with fingers facing down. The wise man agreed with this
as well.

The third time, he began moving his jaw imitating eating.
Molla quickly took an egg out of his pocket and waved
his arms like a bird.

The foreigner laughed and kissed Molla’s hand.
Molla left.

Through the interpreter, Tamerlane asked the foreigner:
‘We did not make sense of your signs.’

‘There are different perceptions of the world,” replied the
wise man. ‘I drew a circle on the ground, letting him
know that the world is round and wanting to know his

opinion. Good for your wise man: he immediately drew
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asked me what I would do, if there were a pot of cooked
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rice here. | extended my hand fingers down meaning that

if there were a lamb topping, [ would have it with pleas-
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ure. The third time, the foreigner moved his jaw, letting

50
A
¢

Gy

me know that he had come a long way and was hungry. =1
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Gt So [ took out an egg from my pocket, which mean that I

swore on his life that I only had one egg in my pocket
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and it was not meant for him, so he would leave me
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alone.’
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Once upon a time, Molla Nasraddin brought home a live | &
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Crow. = o

‘Why do you need this crow?’ asked his wife. # S+ = N
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‘Learned people say,” replied Molla, ‘that a crow lives &
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three hundred years. | want to see if that is true or not.’
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‘I wonder,” said his wife, ‘if you really believe you would
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live to be three hundred to see it die.’
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Molla lapsed in thought and then said:
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“The learned man who said that, did he not live three
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Once a certain wise man visited the village and asked to
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see Molla. The villagers went to look for him and found

g
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him in the field where he was mowing grass.
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The wise man introduced himself and said:
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‘Molla, they say you are a man of great learning. I have
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come to ask you forty questions.’
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questions, he would not have time to mow his grass,
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which would mean that his donkey would not have any-
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thing to eat in the winter. Thus he said:
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Once upon a time, one person who considered himself a R ¢
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‘Have you not recited it to anyone yet?’
“You are right, I have not.’
Molla sat down and said:
‘Go ahead; recite it and I shall listen.’
‘I would love to recite it with pleasure, but right now I
was hoping you could suggest me a remedy for my

heart.’

‘First you recite your poem, then I shall tell you what the

remedy is.’

The poet began his recitation. His poem was long and

did not make sense.

When he finished reciting, Molla said:
“Your heart feels heavy because of this poem which you

have not recited to anyone. Now that you have gotten it

off your chest, you have shared that weight with me. But | p AW ]
do not forget: you shall never again write such a long ‘*-n.,‘*‘.;

and heavy poem. No heart can endure it.’
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must have killed them all with your remedies, and now

you are covering your face, for you are ashamed.’
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They say that Molla used to have frequent toothaches.
He would spend weeks with his face wrapped and nag-
ging, but always afraid of having his tooth pulled.

One day he tied a big handkerchief around his face, went
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Molla pitied her. He turned around to the young woman
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and said:
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‘Tell me, child, did your mother not children either?’
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Once Molla heard that the town governor had fallen ill.
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Molla picked a few apples and went to pay him a visit.
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The governor told him:
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)
st gl
i

time. They are causing me so much pain that I cannot
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e "4;* doctor examined him and said: L.
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- -¥ , 562 >
’_.‘ = the pressure on your stomach. 4 . ,._‘ ALy
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handed it to Molla: ,.-:‘: »
)% W]
‘There is nothing hard about it. Have you never looked Y
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his way.

‘Molla,” said the dervish, ‘give me some money.’

‘Gladly; come and see me tomorrow, and you will get it,’

said Molla.
The next day, the dervish caught Molla at the market:
‘Give me the money.’
‘What money?’ asked Molla.

‘That you promised me yesterday.’

‘I do not remember promising you any money yester—

’

day.
‘I recited you a gasida and you promised to pay me.’
‘Did you give me anything?’ asked Molla.
‘No, I did not,” replied the dervish.
“You only recited me a qasida, did you not?’
“Yes, I only recited you a gasida.’

“You gave me words, and I gave you words in return.

What does money have to do with this? Now, if you had

given me something, that would have been a different

story. Otherwise, you got words in return for words.’
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- = One night, Molla woke his wife up and said: P> I
ASRAT) (@A
BAGE AN
& 4,,5 ‘Woman, get up and get the light; I composed a poem in t_j.,*’“ :
P38 my dream, and know [ want to note it down.’ EXAA
550 -:-o» Yy
R T L Molla’s wife knew about his talents a little too well, Oy
A Q,Q hence she said: ?‘& & _-'.:_‘, |
. > ey
L e 24 ‘I pray, stop talking rubbish. Go back to sleep.’ 2.y At
YRR [
R ‘Woman,” replied Molla, I insist that you get up! I have Lo - 2
N 7] P SO S

BB had inspiration, ki N XA
. B ‘Q ad inspiration, and you are making me angry gg— R
tﬁi;g BN The wife got up and lit the lamp. Molla put on his | L% e }2_*
OB SE | | orara

o ‘J:‘ ' glasses, took a pencil and a piece of paper and wrote (B\EN ;
B 2% S
| BERAS something down. When he was about to turn off the AR
) N
o< -3 lights to go back to bed, the wife said: -

y f ',-'.-'_H
R ) ﬁ ‘Read it; let us see what you have written.’ ‘EX&EN
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‘Now,” said the wife, ‘you should add:
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May God damn by sending a ghoul

Q)

= | Him who made me marry a fool!’
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Molla heard that the ruler generously rewarded poets. He

-

‘*(:; i came home and told his wife:

f:‘ R ‘Woman, go to bed, but do not turn off the lights.
oy .)’.?f+
- ) O Tonight I must write a poem to show the ruler tomor-
? @ ] ,
oo - row.
f r':} F ¢ . ’ . . 3 :):"

TR - Do not be silly,” replied the wife. “You would make a — WLy
Y ‘,‘ o P ! 5 _.-‘
r.;;;_ ¥ 4¢u horrible poet. I suggest you go to bed.’ e

_ e '_A“{‘:.
ad LRAQ) Regardless of how much the wife tried to convince Molla (AN
o9 = [~ &=
Jo '{ oJ that his idea was useless, he did not want to listen to &) ((’_’ o
S P
*> *-‘-‘- her: .“* * i

: s o
4 A ¢ 2 q ) D4 .
| PSas You do not understand anything. I shall write a poem! ol
b ALNE AT B
'9{3 The wife went to bed. Molla pored over the paper until :?Tq_.,‘
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dawn, but did notmanage to come up with anything.
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Suddenly he raised his eyes and saw that the first sunrays

r

of the day are illuminating the dome of a nearby bath-

&t

i

house. This gave him inspiration and he wrote:

e

Sunrays falling on the dome,

Then lighting up our entire home.
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The wife woke up. She saw that Molla was in a

N
QA

i, = e good mood, so she asked him:

-

=" ‘Any luck?’
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‘I have written two lines,” replied Molla.
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The wife was interested to hear them:

g
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‘Can you read what you have written?’

Molla read:
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Sunrays falling on the dome,
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Then lighting up our entire home.
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‘Well,” said the wife, ‘allow me to recite two lines, which

e

you can add to your poem and take it to the ruler.’
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‘Go ahead.’
‘Write:
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May your father rot in hell,

Q)

e | May he burn there very well.’
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Once, Molla came back from hunting. He was

-

‘*(", i greeted by the youths of the entire neighbourhood.
ot

., Rl ‘Uncle Molla,” they asked him. ‘What did you shoot?’
Vad ® IV"
- _' o ‘Eight hares,” replied Molla.
DAa)
?th- But Molla was holding only one hare in his hand. _
g 1.13_ ﬁ'. When the youngsters saw that, they asked: W < s .
. _43:"" ‘Where are the other seven then?’ B
v RARAq) Molla began counting: (AR
@ _’9’4 ; : 4" . ]
e '{ oJ ‘I shot at one, but could not slaughter it; I shot at the 9] ((’_’ o
) g
N ¢;. second one, but I was unlucky and [ missed; I shot at the .::, < S
| RS third one, but it probably did not even realise that itself. vy
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[ shot at the forth one, but it just teased me.
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[ shot at the fifth one, but it just smirked.

r

[ shot at the sixth one, but it just wiggled its ears.

&t

i

[ shot at the seventh one, but it just turned the other

Q)

e | way.
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That is seven plus the one that [ am holding, and that

makes eight.
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Once upon a time, Molla decided to write a poem to

. .
i

present it to the ruler afterwards.

g
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He told his wife about his plan.

?
‘ ]

*. 4 )y =
g 1.13 ¥ She tried very hard to talk him out of being a poet, but X
u 4 / : ‘-' :'I f
. _4¢:'" he kept insisting. By 4
'?'}7 g3
v ERRA) When his wife fell asleep, Molla concerned himself with (B
"’:?’k‘ +Af ]
e _{O the poem until morning, by which time he finally pro- \3’(- Ko
DR . o EXE
Y, et duced two lines. Upon finishing the poem, he ran to the el
; S %
> | ’ D8
N palace at dawn. EXEI
\. “Tell the ruler that I have come with a poem!” shouted :?Tgv_.,‘
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g .!;Q ‘Oh, the ruler has not even woken up yet!” he was told.
B’ ‘:’ ‘Go and wake him up then, and tell him that this is a O (O Eg‘
"B e
Vo "ot good poem. If I leave now, you will later blame your— el ¥
NS S
- '_ selves, for the ruler will order you skinned!’ P~ {_', - B
2 (R .J-‘ = 5 4
. *fr:; The ruler did love poetry. Knowing this and afraid that ;:Jﬁ*l Y
1;1{ - A - | B B Ii‘t‘
‘-!,', ":‘)@ the ruler could become angry later, the servants woke i f:g’ R gf’
[t o9 )} - e A
') him up. (O
> ] EXHR
Y ;:-, The ruler got dressed, sat down on his throne and or— ._::4:‘” -
v 7 it Yo
I T -. dered that Molla be brought in. il :*L* B
'.ﬂ..l_ / ‘p__:__g.“ . , ,étJf s }I‘“,A
e Let us see what you have written. :“:-‘Q;i_" B
; ‘Long live the ruler!” said Molla. ‘I have written 1 :{* (" 4
= W
the most beautiful poem. I do not believe that all poets - "’L_ 5 y
of the world could have come up with anything of this f:'é*,
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2 ’ 1 & ‘L
- BSe sort. ‘oxaR
. > | XA
Y % ‘Go ahead and read it,” repeated the ruler. BBy
L BAS) “P'm .
? k3T a) ‘O, great ruler!” said Molla. ‘Here is what I have 7 .(: . .
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B , Once | saw an evil snake with its head raised, T
N [ hit it, so it lowered its gaze. R
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The ruler saw that Molla’s poem was as foolish as him- Ol AR
v . l :::‘
g self, but, not wanting to hurt Molla’s feelings, he said: (AN
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L) ‘Why, Molla, a poem should have rhythm and RO (- ?\“tﬂ
D) EER
~ ""‘4;. meter, whereas in your poem the first line foot-long, *&4.?'« ;
oy '_ whereas the second one is just an inch. s this how = e =B
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o poems should be written?’ ;3."'. Y
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Molla read his poem to himself and realised that (AP
= & o BN
the second line was indeed too short. G(v:f._ i
‘Long live the sovereign!” exclaimed Molla. ‘I am ‘.-:‘: e
vy ¥ *.
a poet, and in the hands of a poet, a poem is like wax. ' &. = I
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He can bend it, straighten it, lengthen it, shorten it... But :3.“;1’ o
|| in the end, I did write it! If you please, I can lengthen the 1 E - }2} j
4("4- & s
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R°% 8 the sovereign. S 4
B ’ O
?‘3 XY OV ‘Easily!” replied Molla. ‘Listen to this! Here is @K
3N X
B -{a who [ am going to lengthen it: \:3’(- el
Q) e
p & < - Il
B> O
T e Once I saw an evil snake with its head raised, =
- By S
\ & [ hit it, so it lowered its gaze, gaze, gaze, gaze... S o
Y O]
I, 7‘:* ,‘;‘,:? ?’:& -3 .
Y U“*‘b %
. L/
_ m:;' 9;2 E;;D C;;D C;;D D C;;D C;Q C;;D C;;D ‘uuh
% oA A (r s a @ a -» : i ' a .
t v'— BT . .' ‘




C‘ fr‘\ fD L"“ ) C ,rg cﬁ fj C‘ fj C‘ __, C‘ C‘ fj?f‘\ fg E*’ __I'-'.."

FLl Tt BRI T

N a )
l
¥ Y G\

qr
L Ao
E&

)

R8s

5)(Q

O, ruler! Shall I lengthen it even more?’
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Comstellation: of Goal

e

Once upon a time, someone asked Molla:

g
0)

‘Molla, what is your zodiac sign?’
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‘Goat,” replied Molla.
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‘Why, Molla,” he was told, ‘there is no such constella-
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tion.”
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‘*(:; i ‘When I was a child,” objected Molla, ‘my father used to

)
adeghle
i

tell me that sign was that of Capricorn. Now I have be-
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come a grown man and the Capricorn must have also
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grown to turn into a goat.’
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Once upon a time, an arrogant man named Farzali Bey
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came to see Molla and said:
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‘Molla, I would like to have a personal seal made. Can
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you write a little stanza of two lines? Sign them with my
name, point at my glory and mention a feature of mine.
This poem will be imprinted on my seal.’
Molla saw that this man had blue eyes and a

ginger beard. He thought for a little bit and then wrote:

Blue-eyed, ginger—bearded, will put you in dis-
may,

A brute, a swine, his name Farzali Bey.
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Once upon a time, a very self-complacent boaster came
round to Molla’s.

‘They say,” he said, ‘that you are a very intelligent and
erudite man and that there is no man on earth that you
have not fooled. I am not any sillier than others; there—
fore I came to see which one of us will outdo the other

one.

‘First of all,” replied Molla, ‘it is a lie that I am the
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Once upon a time, Molla Nasraddin fell very ill. His wife AR
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Molla’s wife came back home grieving.
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Nevertheless, Molla ended up feeling better and getting
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back on his feet. Once, he came across that same doctor
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on the street. The doctor told Molla without a hint of
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‘Molla, you must excuse me. That day [ had a very im-

portant business to take care of and could not come and [ (
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see you.’
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‘Do not mention it, doctor!” exclaimed Molla in re-
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‘This is exactly why I felt better,” replied Molla. ‘Had I
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graveyard [ would have been buried in by now.’
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Once upon a time, when Molla Nasraddin was still a
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madrasah student, his teacher asked him:
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‘Have you done your homework?’

“Yes, 1 did,” replied Molla.
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“Then tell me what a substance is.’

L]
z!

‘Whatever substances there are in the world, all of them
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are called “substance”.’
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‘All right; then tell me what properties these substances
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Y, Y. They are all the same colour. eS8
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Realising that it is not easy to accuse Nasraddin of igno-
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rance, the teacher said:
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‘Very well. What do transparent substances look like?’
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‘They are transparent.’
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know the lesson, so he gave him a hint:

‘This means that when you look through them, you can
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see the light. Is it not so?’
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“Yes, teacher, that is right,” replied Nasraddin. “You can
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igh, = : see the light through them very clearly.’
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) Gl ‘Give me one example of a transparent substance,” said
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the teacher.
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‘The lug of a key,” replied Nasraddin.
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Once Molla’s teacher asked him:
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‘What case in the word “prose” in?’

‘It is in the indefinite mood,” replied Molla.
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The teacher became cross:
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‘Why did you not do your readings?’
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Molla had a lazy donkey and was so sick and tired of it C’ RS
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‘Good for you, woman! If we continue applying our—

selves, you inside the house and me outside, then soon
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we shall be wealthy.’
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Molla’s wife was an extremely lazy and messy woman,
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whereas his daughter, on the contrary, was known for
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her diligence and tidiness. This is why it was her who
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cooked and made tea.
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One day, a matchmaker came to talk to Molla from an-
other village. They talked, and Molla agreed to have his | &
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daughter married. -~
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mare began. No one served tea to Molla, no one pre- Ry
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pared any food, nor did the laundry.
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Molla endured this for a couple of month, until finally
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telling his wife:
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‘Woman, put on your best dress and prepare for the
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road.’
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The woman got dressed and together with Molla, they
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set off.
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Molla brought his wife to his son-in-law’s house and
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said:
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= | ‘My friend, I cannot live without my daughter. I shall pay
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you as much extra as you want, but let us swap wives.’
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‘I am surprised at your heart’s performance. It must be

r

very strong.’
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‘Why would you say that?” asked Molla.
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wife asked:
‘What would you like me to make from it?’
‘I do not know; whatever you can make of it.’
The wife tossed the meat from one hand to another and
said:
‘The meat is good; I could use it for everything.’

‘Then cook everything,” replied Molla.
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Molla had only one blanket. At night, he and his wife
covered themselves with it, and during the day, when it
was cold, Molla would bungle himself into it.

On one cold and cloudy day, Molla’s wife began re-
proaching him:

‘What kind of man are you?! We do not even have a
decent blanket to sleep under. We have nothing to hope
for except this worn-out blanket that does not come off
your shoulders.’

Molla was trying to persuade his wife:
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‘Do not reproach me, woman. Cheer up; there will be
time when we shall buy ourselves a new blanket.’
But the woman kept grumbling.

Finally, Molla became angry and said:

‘Just wait; I am about to bring you so much cotton that
you can use to make a thousand blankets.’
Having said this, he took a wooden shovel and a sack
and went into the yard.

All of a sudden, his wife saw Molla filling the sack with
snow and shouted:

‘What are you doing? Why are you collecting snow into
the sack?’

‘I am gathering cotton for you,” replied Molla, ‘so you
could make a blanket out of it.’

‘How in the world can I make a blanket from snow that
would keep a person warm?’

‘It would,” replied Molla. ‘If snow did not keep people
warm, then our ancestors would not have rested under it

so calmly.’
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Molla and his wife went to a village where it would take
four days to go.
As soon as they left the house, he asked his wife:
‘Woman, how long shall we walk?’
The wife realised that Molla was pulling her leg, so she
replied:

‘Not very much; we shall be walking just today and to-
morrow, and then there will only be two days of journey
left.”

‘So this means,’ replied Molla, ‘that we are half way

through the journey and there is very little route left.’

Blice Beads

They say that for a while, Molla had two wives. Both of
them were pugnacious and always argued. One would
say.

‘Molla loves me very much.’

The other one would instantly reply:
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‘No, he loves me more.’
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In the end, they would go to Molla and ask him:

r

‘Which one of us do you love more?’
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Finally, Molla grew sick of this. He went to the market,
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‘Do not show it to the other wife. This is a sign of my
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love for you.’
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Afterward whenever the women came to ask him whom
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‘Do not be fooling me with your sweet talk! Tell me: if
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both of us fall into a deep lake, and you will be on the

shore, which one of us would you jump to save first?’
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Molla saw that things were turning against him and,
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‘Woman, you know how to swim a bit, do you not?’
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She came back in a month. Molla quickly removed her
headscarf to see that her hair had not gone grey. She
asked her questions and found out that her teeth were all
intact. He shook her hand and saw that her fingers were
all right. He let out a sigh of relief and of having a load
off his mind, and even gave his wife a flick on the nose.
“You, madam, are a big liar.’

‘Why?’ asked the wife.

Molla chuckled and replied:

‘I can see that your hair has not gone grey, nor have
your teeth fallen, nor have you fingers rotten.’

The wife became angry; she looked at Molla in indigna-
tion and said:

‘Have you been eyeballing other women?’

Molla realised that he had given himself away, so he
corrected himself immediately:

‘Oh, no! For if I had looked at one, you would have
surely gone through all those misfortunes!’
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mals are often scared and run away, but why does that f ?ﬁ“f :f’
=
not happen to people? DL e
He thought to himself: B '
O
“Let me give myself a scare and see if that works.” o
B
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He stamped his feet on the ground, neighed like a horse “.?*i, 7
L i3 '“- )
and began running. i G’J' At J-,ﬁ
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The jugs broke. Molla entered his yard and continued LR
(@RE
. running around. The wife came us to see what the com- ¢<¢;'Z' °
X motion was. .! 342(' '
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p}.‘i? N She saw Molla running around and asked: U"} I"If_:-l.,ﬁ-

2 i e E: ‘What are you doing? What is happening to you?’ , ?‘i R N
e _{O ‘Woman!” shouted Molla. ‘Lock the gate! I am scared B o
R . . EXE

B Ve~ and can run away, and you will be left without a hus- %
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- }': :%Q - ‘Molla, why did you marry such an ugly creature?’ g f:%ﬂ f vy
NG By,
'ﬁ . B S ‘It is for the best,” replied Molla. ‘She will not be going Rl <8 A
O (BAAN
R out very much and prefer to stay home all the time.’ £ 1:&‘-‘ < 0N
YY) “ e b ey
g ‘She is also blind.’ o
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B, >+ { ‘And that is also good,” replied Molla. ‘Whatever I do ey, :ll‘
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‘She has no teeth!” &1_ %
: : A
{ There is not much to eat at home, anyway. I +‘_’+{
ST ‘What about her bald patches?’ B~ it
& . | BXa
.hﬁ% » . / So what? [ shall not worry about paying for a pound of Uﬁ’i ﬁ'm .
P g %‘c:‘ henna every week.’ (BN
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[ "4;* ter for no reason. Molla took the cow to the market for L.
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B - sale. He walked it around the market for a long time, but (:_}4 755
v f'; I he could not sell it. ; ;:3**‘
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In the end, upset, he went back home. On his way there, f ?ﬁ\‘f :f’
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he came across a friend who asked him: DL e
‘Molla, where are you talking the cow?’ -':': * |
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‘Il am bringing it back from the market where I could not Y
X
sell it.” “;;%*Af ot
' . ; | Sen '“- ]
Let us go back, and I can sell it for you. @A
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They went back to the market. D4 i
: N
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and took a liking to her.
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As the matchmakers were about to leave, Molla came

r

and said:

&t

i

‘My daughter is a good candidate; do not let her slip

Q)

e | away. She is six months pregnant.’

6%

When the matchmakers heard that, they left immediately.

Molla’s wife became furious.

@D

‘Are you out of your mind? When did you tell those

P
o b
22AC

matchmakers? Who is pregnant? What six months?’

N
QA

) e i ‘Do not intervene in men’s affairs, woman. You have no
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Gl idea how trade is done. This is the only way you can get
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something off your hands. That is how we shook off the
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Once Molla was told:

‘Molla, run quickly, your wife has died.’

bd

Molla clasped his hands and exclaimed:

e

‘She has outdone me again!’
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‘Outdone you?’ he was asked.

‘She had been ill for a long time,” replied Molla, ‘and 1

had had enough of her illness. Finally I decided to go see

a mullah, divorce her and thus get rid of her. Now see

how sly she was: she knew what I had planned, so she

decided to outdo me and died.’

Sue.‘u;g Doible

Molla married a squint—eyed woman. The next morning

he bought some cream and brought it home. The
woman saw double, so she asked:
‘It was enough to just buy one pack.’

Molla rejoiced and said:

‘What good luck! Now things will improve for sure. I am

so glad that my wife sees double.’

Whatever Molla brought back home, his wife would see

twice as much of that.

Molla was content.

Once, as they were having lunch, the wife looked at
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Molla and covered her face with her hands:
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‘What is it? Who is this man sitting next to you?’

‘Now, woman,” replied Molla, ‘that is no good; you can

R @R

168

double anything you want in the house, but not your
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husband, or you will ruin everything.’ =3
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Every day, Molla would buy offal at the market and send

2§ RQ) '. )

it back home for his wife to cook with.

g

The wife would invite women from the neighbourhood,
cook the offal, eat it with him, and serve Molla a cheese | &
mn

sandwich. %o

This continued for a few days, until Molla said: # "
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‘Woman, this unacceptable. I am not saying anything, but &

.‘.‘{3‘ B
i 53 _t
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do you not have any conscience? I buy offal every day

)

ﬁ

and send it to you to cook dinner with. But when I come

R
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home, I only find bread and cheese. What happens to
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the offal?’
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‘By God, Molla, every time I wash it, the cat snatches it
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X Molla took an axe, put it inside a chest and locked it. (B
= - i
i) ‘Why have you done that?’ the wife asked. RO (-
Y OV (A=
A g ‘What else should I do, woman?’ asked Molla. ‘If the cat % e
5T O
= '_ grabs offal that costs one tuman and runs away, imagine < > =
&, @ € U
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In the morning, Molla left the house to go to the market “.;*‘*i,s ot
L i3 '“- )
and ran into a neighbour of his right at the door. i G’J' g J-,ﬁ
T e Uit
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‘Why, Molla,” asked the neighbour, ‘whatever happened LR
(A
, in your house early in the morning? There was quite +<+iz
5 — some commotion, and then a loud tapping noise. What Yy S0 ’-,’J ¢
e B ,\ a f‘& - % o .'
£ o PSd o’ o 4
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5 e E: Molla replied without raising his head. ' ::J‘i A N
e _{O ‘Nothing; we just had a little argument with my wife. She \:3’(- % of
R EXE
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:.. 9{3 ‘I do not understand!” exclaimed the neighbour. ‘Can a :?:«,
I, 7‘:* ,‘;‘,:? ?’:& -3 .
Y U“*‘b %
. L/
; m:;' 9 ;2 E; ;D C; ;I) C; ;D D C; ;D C; ;3 C; ;D C; ;D ‘uuh >
% ) 'Y (r s a @ a o & i ' a .
4 2k Al &k --"
: *, ":..‘.'I .'-"'- ﬁ‘. A



el Ul R RS el e U "v i Mo 44
“{': .:. ¥ RE i‘ ‘ .

iz kh d : =1 ( ' | ] ? 1 (T 9 31t ° v .‘..1' 3
Y ;
5 ‘utﬁ r4 73 % w*\fﬂgﬁﬁ%r i
Spaipaipe )a'oc 21 LN DIC DI 1D ng,ﬁ
B 3 i § ¢ A
& jubba fall from the stairs, making such a noise?” 0
jubba fall from the stairs, making such a noise? CD’(_'. A
AR ‘Why not?” asked Molla. EXE
;?:yp- 4 ;"‘_* - U
i _téf o) ‘But of course, this is not possible,” replied the neigh- O < tﬂg
B3R) e
Vo ot | bour. ‘A jubba cannot roll to begin with, not to mention e e
\ > SN
R0ND) " - O
2R making a noise. EXEX
. ¥ ‘;«;j : Molla realised that the neighbour would not leave him ;:Jﬁ"' N
L SN CASASRA
o 20/a) alone, so he said in a fit of temper: 3 (AN gf’
> -} D o .-'-'_.. !
Vs _':.-."'?)?{J . ‘What is the point of arguing now? [ was inside that L G«‘l‘_ iy
> ) . . , EX&ER
N2 jubba! Is it clear now? el U
e Oy 4
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| They say that Molla’s wife had a horrible personality. 4 +‘_’+{

- PRas\" She reportedly saddened him and made his living hard. ' oxed X
AN BT
. _4¢:'" When she was angry, she would throw at Molla anything ! ‘?‘*‘.;
b -' AQ) she had at hand. : ‘:3.; %
(= - - -0
e '{ oJ Once, Molla was visited by a guest from another village. ) L
DR . . . . EXE
Y, Y. The wife grumbled a bit, then went into the kitchen to el U
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o 4 2 o ;::.
- BARAq) ‘Why, woman, our guest is coming from faraway; he is (AN
t—*#._r,' o "["‘-]1
d N very hungry, please hurry.’ RO £ a;fﬁ
2 ES A (eR&Ed
& ""‘4;. As soon as Molla uttered this, his wife threw tongs at .&4.?},, :
= '_ him. They hit Molla in the forehead, cut it and covered ::3 <: >N
o @ —' ¢ U
7 ’*9‘5 . his face in blood. : "H' Ay
: |...I,_' QAR When the guest saw who it had come to, he stood up, g (AN ‘;*
J % > o) + e '___-_' 4
s : N2 washed Molla’s face, dried it with a towel and began G«'w;‘._ %
B Y OV (R&E
i ‘:':, consoling him: ‘.-:‘: e G
Tl e ; Y%
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0 R O X g
H_f A matter how good or bad they are. You are lucky to have :3-‘11’ ; ‘4*-?
e | : wh ife b he grab |t
- BRXe) yours; when my wife becomes angry, she grabs on my _ r: RS
.;..,': - .4._. ':..
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Gl (/e
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B ° 2% { man who lets his wife grab on his beard.’ a4
P}‘f}} < _. - ‘“}“_ I-‘If_:'llﬁ
g-,?’:«‘ » +::* - ]
o N D
F ‘{n L (i @EXHE
BV Ve Wifes ishe e
T 6%
o Molla’s sister—in-law was being married off. Molla’s wif Yy
N2 g married off. Molla’s wife ch
A ENA
) Cj’a"x w20k
&5 oI
R 7~ 9}3 E; ;i) 9 ;I) C; ;D C ‘*\D C; ;D C; ;3 C; ;D C; ;D ‘uuh I».
% ) 6 ('i ia a-»s ' a 7
t: V ;..'.:....;.- y i .p’ P "'. "



ol ‘M skl il LAl P e . B
s aiid 3 o far 4pd 1 ‘-
£ i H

, !

K OO RO RO
m* fg n rg & rg fers R0

Y a 3' 0 ~ .
R e n! b0) Q\ fg Q’x (_\ C‘ﬁ fg rﬂ fg
] 4 R PR TR BT - T Qa"f P
By 0-4;_; ANy
. AR _--} U o ,“
= b oo ||
i ; J‘.’}'{J woke him up early in the morning and said: Ol - ,
- RaAe) ‘Go to the bathhouse. And from there, come over to my RGN
— ﬁt’ 4-”-@ - ‘.[."..'1
RN sister’s.’ RO £ uﬂﬂ
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At midnight, Molla quickly woke up his wife:
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‘Woman! Give me my glasses.’

Q)

‘Why in the world do you need glasses in this darkness,

5

while in bed?’
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‘Hurry up, woman, | am having a beautiful dream, where

L]
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unfortunately everything is dark, so I cannot see much.
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Get me my glasses so [ can see better what is going on.’

N
(@)

-

)
adeghle
i

To 50&.0 ﬂi‘g[df

. .
i

g
)

?
‘ ]

At night, Molla was woken up by his wife:
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‘Molla, there is a cat in the house; it is going to destroy

s
[
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all the dishes. There is a candle to your right, let me light

7
a1t

it and chase the cat way.’
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Molla became cross:

‘Woman, are you stupid? How can I figure out in this

bd

darkness where my right is?’
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‘Now, tell me honestly: if this is the cat, then where is

the meant, and if this is the meat, then where is the

cat?’

Fiee

Someone once ran up to Molla and said:
‘Run quickly, there is a fire in your house! I kept knock-

ing on your door, but no one answered. | reckon no one

is at home.’

Molla did not even move and said calmly:

‘My wife and I have divided our duties: everything having
to do with the outside is my responsibility, and every-
thing inside is hers. Now, if it does not bother you,
please find her and tell her to put out the fire, for I can—

not intervene in her business.’
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On one hot summer night, Molla and his wife were
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Molla had a very sensitive personality. He was easily of-
fended and often left the house because of that, and then
his wife, son or daughter had to go and beg him to
come back home.

One time, he was offended by what his wife had said, so
he left the house and lied down in the garden. The wife
said to the children:

‘The older he becomes, the worst his personality gets.
He has turned into a vexatious child. Do not go looking
for him!’

Molla waited and saw that no one came to comfort him.
It was getting dark. Molla was hungry, but did not know
what to do, as going back home was embarrassing. The
sun was down. The herd of cows came back into the vil-
lage. Molla realised that no one would come looking for
him, so he grabbed on his cow’s tail and walked toward
the house. The wife winked at the children and asked
Molla:

‘So why have you come back! Were you not offended?’
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; 2/ Molla. “This cow grabbed my hand and brought me here
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by force. I could not resist it.’
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On one hot summer night, Molla and his wife were
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sleeping on the roof. At midnight, his wife told him:

N
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‘Move aside a little bit; it is too hot, I am boiling here.’
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6 i Molla did not saying anything and moved himself, and in
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the morning he disappeared.
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The wife waited for days, weeks, months, but Molla was
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not coming back home. About four months later, a man
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‘My sullen lady!” he could not help saying. ‘What hap-

Tr.g
{{' "v}

hg
2

pened again that caused you to have the hump? Is there

r

not enough misery in the world for it to tolerate your

&t
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bad mood as well?’

Q)

= | “You know well that I have just come back from a fu-

s

neral. Do you want me to rejoice at that?’

‘The trouble is that you are in the exact same mood
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when you come back from a wedding, too.’
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Molla’s family chose an unsightly woman for him as his

g
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future wife. When Molla saw her for the first time, he
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Molla brought back five aubergines and told his wife: O
. ‘These are the first aubergines this season. Make dinner (B
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i) from them tonight.’ EXS
AR (eRes
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The cousin got up and followed Molla in silence. Molla
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went directly to the grocery shop where he bought the

aubergines and told the grocer:
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‘Brother, one of the aubergines you sold me has turned

A
¢
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into a woman. I am asking you to take her and give me o=

fg,c’(
Q)

VRS
(]

Cs another aubergine, please.’

The grocer realised what the deal was; he gave Molla an
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aubergine and saved his wife’s cousin from Molla’s rage.
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Molla’s wife managed to treat her cousin once or twice a | &
2

month, but Molla tried his best to bar him from entering e e

the house. o (N
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The cousin could no longer live off Molla’s family, but he k-?("} :_ié’r
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was still too lazy to work. He was often hungry, but in—

)

stead of blaming himself for that, he would blame Molla
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and looked for an opportunity to get back at him.
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Once he found out that Molla was going to visit a neigh-
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bouring village where his daughter then lived with her
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